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My Dear Parishioners and Parish Friends,

Many struggle with Jesus. Some who consider themselves faithful hail him in their churches but 
still struggle to figure out what to do with him on our streets. The message is somehow more 
palatable when it echoes pious renderings and sentiments and involves singing hosannas during 
worship. It becomes a bit trickier when it gets to the part about changing the way we conduct the 
business of our lives, becoming more sensitive to the disadvantaged, poor, and marginalized, and 
living as servants of our Loving Creator. Ultimately, it is a struggle between wanting to be God 
ourselves and letting God be God as God is. That’s why it’s so easy to become hypocritical. We, like
those who hailed Christ as he arrived in Jerusalem and sent Christ to the cross to die, also talk out 
of both sides of our mouths. We entertain what suits us at the time and walk away from the rest.

Many neglect God’s beautiful creation because they prefer what humans have made instead. 
Progress isn’t seen in preserving and enhancing what God has made but replacing it with 
something we believe is better and more useful. The earth, flowers, and animals are all expendable 
if they stand in the way of the “more” we want to achieve. We seek to remove as many obstacles 
and hurdles as possible in search of the easiest, quickest, and most efficient path we can find. We 
have created drugs and laws that preserve our free choice, even though it may mean setting aside 
God’s vision and example. Why suffer when we can easily be put to rest? Why endure insult or 
injury when we can retaliate, eliminate, or subdue? Why accept life when it is acceptable to choose 
otherwise? We want to be God and resist accepting the fact that our real Creator has already given 
us the blueprints for the life we need to live in the Beatitudes and in the example of his Passion. We 
don’t like being stewards and managers and really want the power to do as we wish and desire. We 
want to create our own way.

Where has the true, effective Christian voice been through all of the wars and violence, prejudice 
and unjust conquests, abuse of human beings and attempted extinctions of nationalities, the 
establishments of procedures and protocols that serve only a few and not the many and all of the 
injustices and exploitations that are a part of our human history? A few courageous prophets have 
stood up and out throughout all of the comings and goings of our human journey with many 
receiving the same fate as the Crucified One we hail this week. Some still walk among us as shining 
stars showing us how it really can be. How would Jesus’ journey have ended if he lived life as we 
do? Unless we encounter the good with the bad, the just with the unjust, the grace with the sin, the 
glory with the cross, the death with the life we most certainly risk rendering God obsolete. After all,
haven’t we already convinced ourselves that we can do better?

May our reflection on the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Lord during this Holy Week, lead
us closer to Christ, His Church and to one another.

                                                                                  Sincerely in Christ Passion,

                                                                 Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.
                                                                                        Pastor


