Ss. CYRIL &
METHODIUS
PARISH
at the

Church of St. Joseph
Hazleton, PA

If you are a visitor to ow- parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of �conci[iation
Saturday 2:45-3:30 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

:Mass Scfiedu[e

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

<E,uc/iaristic )ldoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

<Devotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the l11fant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 1820 I
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of:Marriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospita[ and Nursing Jfome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

fl Community Wlio SIi.ares Tne Word

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:00 - 11:OOAM at Holy Family Academy.

AU6UST 26, 2022
(22"" SUNDAl'IN ORDINARl'TIME)

:Mass � fortfie
Intentions� 'Week,
MONDAY, AUGUST 29™
(Passion of St. John the Baptist)
8:00 AM Michael Nonnemacher and John
Lutinsky by John and Sandra Nonnemacher
TUESDAY, -AUGUST 30™
8:00 AM Deceased Members of the Nemeth
and Unger Families by Dolores Unger
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 5T
8:00 AM Emily Degenhart by Family
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 5T
8:00 AM Anna Tallarico by Sons
and Families
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
. (First Friday)
8:00 AM Calvin Mahoski by Wife,
Lorraine and Family
11 :00 AM Benediction

YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for all who are
confined to their homes, nursing homes and
the elderly. May God bless and keep them in
His tender care. Also, please remember in
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavirus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping
them.
CONGRATULATIONS: To Mary Jane and
Bernie Barilla who will celebrate their 64th
Wedding Anniversary on September 1 st, May
God grant them many more happy and
healthy years together.

lltbbing � iantUt
#1 -Nick Celeberti and Rachel Leskosky

ND

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD
(St. Gregory the Great, Pope)
(First Saturday)
2:45 PM to 3:30 PM Confessions
4:00 PM Emily Nilles by Family
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
ID
(2S SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME.)
8:00 AM Aaron Reznick by Parents
and Sister
10:30 AM Gil Degenhart by Family
TH

FIRST FRIDAY+ SEPTEMBER
Thursday. September 1 st - No Confession
Friday. September 2nd - Exposition and
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after the
8:00 AM Liturgy.
Benediction at 11:00 AM.
Try to make a visit asking Our Blessed Lord,
during these trying times to bring peace to our
troubled world and peace and health to our
families.
SANCTUARY LAMPS FOR THE MONTH OF
SEPTEMBER: 1 ). In Memory of John and Mary
Matsko by A Loving Family
VIGILS ON THE SACRED HEART ALTAR FOR
THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: 1 ). In Memory
of Michael Michalyshin by Alyse and Tommy

INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue into your
home for a week. Call {570-454-3341).

VIGILS ON THE BLESSED MOTHER ALTAR
FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: 1). Ann
Marie Acri by Alyce and Tommy
2). In Memory of John and Mary Matsko by
Tracy Matsko

"Rather, when you hold a baruJuet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the �me, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their
.
mabzhty to repay you. For you uill be repaid at the resurrection
of the righteous." -
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August 28, 2022
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
People who are concerned with their own
advancement and agenda have little room for
anyone else. With an almost addictive pursuit of
esteem and acknowledgment from others, they
become little more than entitled embodiments of
the vice of pride. Public humiliation or
embarrassment can hit them hard. While avoiding
humiliation and embarrassment may be
advantageous to obtaining worldly success, they
are much less desirable motivations for entering
the Kingdom of God. Avoiding embarrassment is
a self-serving motivation. Pride and all of its
manifestations have no place on God's agenda,
neither do worldly success and fulfillment In fact,
we have been clearly told that if we love our lives,
we will lose them. Therefore, if you really want to
find your true station in life, learn to give yourself
away.
While this may sound foolish to secular ears, it
actually makes perfect sense. God, who is love,

makes each of us in His image. Love, and
therefore God, is in our DNA. That being the case,
love is never love if it is kept to oneself or hoarded.
Love needs to be shared and given away.
Therefore, it is the only proper motivation for
entering the Kingdom of God. The door to
happiness is only opened when we realize that all
we are and all we have is due only to God's grace.
Without God we are nothing.
Love is the remedy for pride and protects us from
ourselves. God asks us to be humble. Only when
we are free from the traps of pride and arrogance
that we can begin to follow the path to true
humility. Only one who is humble can rightly love
and be of service to God. "God makes use only of
the humble as bis instruments (Jean-Pierre de
Caussade)." The humble one does not need others
to give them worth and value. Their self-esteem
comes from the much more secure foundation of
God. Only those who are entirely free can give
themselves freely to others. Love must always be
our motivation for doing all things. Be content
that God has invited you to the banquet of life.
Concern yourself with accepting the invitation,
and don't worry about where you will sit.
©LPi

Suicide rates in 2020 were 30% higher than in 2000.
In observance of Suicide Awareness Month, Bishop Bambera will celebrate a
Mass for Suicide Healing and Remembrance on Sunday, September 18, 2022 at
12:15PM at the Cathedral of St. Peter, Scranton. The Mass will serve to
remember loved ones lost to suicide, and to promote healing for those who
grieve their passing. During the Mass, those attending will be invited to bring
forward to the altar a flower, in remembrance of those lost. All are welcome.
Registration is requested, but not required. To register, go to
www.dioceseofscranton.org or call 570-207-2213.

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF
UKRAINE.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
MASS REQUESTS FOR 2023
YOU MAY CALL THE RECTORY OR SEND IN
YOUR MASS INTENTIONS STARTING ON
TUESDAY, AUGUST 23RD .

ANYONE: planning a wedding or Wedding
Anniversary for the year 2023, we ask you to
please call to reserve the date as soon as
possible.

***Remember if planning a Marriage, this is a
Sacred and lifelong commitmen�J couples are
required to bepn meeting with me Pastor as
least one year 1n advance of the desired
Wedding date. No date will be reserved until
the couple meet with the PasJor. ***

WE ASK: that you please consolidate your
requests and combine intentions into one or
two Masses. Remember we only have one
Mass during the week.

HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY SCHOOL NEWS
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL: The First Day of Sch ool for
Holy Family Academy will be Monday. August 29th•
We welcome everyone back and pray that
God will bless all the Faculty, Staff and
Students during this school year.

REGISTRATION: for the 2022/2023 school year
are being accepted. For more information call the
school office at (570-455-9431).

NO INTENTIONS: are scheduled for the
Paschal Triduum, Easter, Christmas,
Mother's Day, Father's Day or the Feast of
All Souls.

Your cooperation and understanding In this matter is
greatly appreciated.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Catholic Social Services is in the preliminary planning stage of a "To Go Dinner" program, which will allow us to serve a
hot meal in our community two days a week. We are looking for volunteers to pick up the prepared meals at St. Vincent
Kitchen in Wilkes Barre and deliver it the CSS Family Center, 106 S. Church St. Hazleton, PA 18201. Pick up time would
be between noon and one. This would require use of a personal van or vehicle that could carry multiple chafing
dishes. Please call the office at 570 455 4521 for more information.

St. John Bosco Church, Route 93, Conyngham, will hold a Fall Flea Market on Saturday, September 24, 7 AM to 3 PM, and
Sunday, September 25, from 12:30 to 2:30 PM. Shop for housewares, toys, jewelry, books, etc. There will be a bake sale
Saturday and homemade food will be available.

THE BIG BUCKS RAFFLE

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

Saints Cyril and Methodius Parish
604 North Laurel Street
Post Office Box 2099
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 18201

15 July 2022
My Dear Parishioners and Friends of our Parish Community:
As I am sure we have all experienced the cost of living and operating our
homes continually increase, it becomes increasingly difficult to meet the various
expenses that cross our desks on a regular monthly basis. The same is true in
the operation of our Parish Community -- it becomes more difficult to meet our
ordinary expenses on a timely basis. With the increase of Diocesan and school
assessments, and the decrease in contributions due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it
has become necessary, once again, to supplement our weekly Offertory income.
It is becoming more difficult to maintain the normal operating expenses to
keep our Parish on a firm financial footing. This year's funds from the Big Bucks
Raffle will be used to subsidize our Weekly Sunday Offerings to meet our yearly
Parish assessments, as well as the normal operating expenses that must be met
each month. For example, it was necessary this year to use $20,00.00 from our
Big Bucks account, along with $20,000.00 from the C.C.W., and $5,000.00 from
the Holy Name to meet our 2022 assessments to the Diocese and the Diocesan
Schools.
In the near future, the entire Church will need to be painted, I have recently
contacted Robert Ritterbeck Church Painting, Inc. of Moosic, Pennsylvania, a
well-respected contractor in our Diocese as well as other Dioceses throughout
the country. They submitted a bid for the work needed to be done. The bid
amounts to $104,800.00. Full details of the areas of the Church included in the
proposal will be forthcoming. Obviously, aside from the revenue received from
the Big Bucks Raffle, it will be necessary to solicit funds by way of a special fund
raiser later. I will address this issue in the future. YOUR ASSISTANCE AND
GENEROSITY IN THIS FUND RAISER IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THIS
YEAR. I ASK THAT YOU PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO COOPERATE.
In answer to the need for additional revenue and to be able to have a
substantial amount of money available tor dealing with these and other costly
issues, our Holy Name Society and C.C.W. have responded once again by
continuing to spearhead our fund-raising endeavor called "THE BIG BUCKS
RAFFLE." This ticket, which will be based on the EVENING DRAWING of the

Pennsylvania Daily Lottery will offer cash prizes in varying amounts throughout
the entire year. Our initial Lucky Lotto drawing, as in the past, will begin on
September 1, 2022, and conclude on August 31, 2023. The cost of a ticket is
$60.00 for the entire year. Tickets must be paid in full to receive cash winnings.
When all is said and done, this yearly ticket offers you 365 chances to win
substantial cash prizes.
In the past years of operation, we have realized a combined profit of
$189,820.00 from this fund raiser. Listed below is the breakdown of our profits in
past years:
2011 to 2012 - $18,080.00
2012 to 2013 - $18,980.00
2013 to 2014- $18,610.00
2014 to 2015 - $18,800.00
2015 to 2016 - $18,620.00
2016 to 2017 - $19,950.00
2017 to 2018 - $16,150.00
2018 to 2019 - $17,250.00
2019 to 2020 - $19,040.00
2020 to 2021 - $24,430.00
2021to 2022 - $27,080.00
(Not included in "Combined Profit" above)
As you can see, this fund raiser has been a tremendous help in the operation
and maintenance of our Parish in the past and will continue to help at this time.
Last year we sold a total of 659 of the 1,000-tickets available. Thank you for your
support. It is my hope that we can repeat, or even exceed what we did last year.
Only with the help of all our Parishioners and parish friends can this be realized,
I thank you for all that you do to support our Parish Community. I thank you,
also, for considering purchasing a BIG BUCKS LOTTO ticket to support our
Parish. Along with the ticket that you purchase, may I also ask for your help by
soliciting the help of your family, friends, and neighbors to purchase additional
tickets. You can receive additional tickets by calling the Parish Office during
regular business hours.
Once again, thank you for your continued generosity and self-sacrifice which
will enable the Parish of Saints Cyril and Methodius to continue to serve the
Greater Hazleton Area as a welcoming and beautiful community.
Sincerely yours in Christ

�Q..;....0..,
Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.
Pastor

uJ.

FUND RAISER - $60.00/TICKET
Winners will be determined by the drawing of Pick 3 - 7 pm drawing
WHEN A DOUBLE DRAW ONLY THE FIRST NUMBER WILL B E PAID
All winners will be notified by mail
Awards begin September 1, 2022 and end August 31, 2023
$50.00 will be paid every day except as listed below:
$100.00 will be paid on Fridays

$200.00 will be paid on the LAST Friday of the month

$500.00 will be paid on
Christmas, Sunday, December 25, 2022
Feast of SS. Cyril & Methodius, Tuesday, February 14, 2023
Feast of St. Joseph, Sunday, March 19, 2023
Easter, Sunday, April 9, 2023
Tickets will be randomly assigned after August 15, 2022
Make checks payable to:

SS. CYRIL & METHODIDS BIG BUCKS RAFFLE
To purchase a Big Bucks Raffle fill out the form below along with your check and
drop it in the collection basket and your stub will be mailed to you.
Tickets also available by calling the rectory at 570-454-0881
Please Print

NAME_________________________
ADDRESS-----------------------

CITY/STATE/ZIP____________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER�--------- --------NUMBER OF TICKETS__________;AMOUNT ENCLOSED___

June,2022

Dear Parishioners and Parish Friends,
In March of this year, I reported to you the loss of our pirohy and other food items that were prepared, through long
hours of arduous work by our ladies, due to the unrepairable shutdown of our walk-in freezer in the Church basement.
At that time, I asked for your help to raise $10,500,00 to replace this freezer which serviced our parish for years.
Through your generous support, this goal was achieved, and the freezer replaced. I thank you for your generosity and
support.
Unfortunately. I find it necessary to once again approach you to ask for your help and support. After years of
deterioration, the paving around the garage and back entrance of the Church needs to be replaced since It is no longer
possible to simply patch the affected areas. The entire surface must be removed, and the new surface must be
constructed from the ground up. Obviously, this repair will come at a cost. I have received a bid from Franzosa Trucking
CO, INC. for $11,150.00 to complete this work prior to the end of the summer season.
Once again, I come to you to ask for your financial help. I am asking that you please consider making a special
donation to attain the goal of $11,150.00 to complete this necessary parish project. As with the collection in support of
the purchase of the new freezer, I am asking that you place your donation in a plain envelope, place your NAME on the
front of the envelope with the title "PAVING PROJECT DONATION." Please return your donation to the Parish Office by
placing it in the collection boxes at the entrances of the Church when you attend Mass, or by placing it in the mail slot in
the office door, or by mailing it to the Rectory.
2022 marks my twelfth year as Pastor of Saints Cyril and Methodius Parish. During those twelve years, we have faced
issues that required your financial help and support. We have replaced sidewalks, the front steps of the Church,
resurfaced the deteriorating parking lot behind the school, and yes, replace the furnace that heats our Church. All these,
as well as others, have been accomplished with your generous financial support. Over these twelve years, I have been
edified, and extremely grateful, for the love that you have for your Parish that is expressed by your willingness to
constantly support it in many different ways.
I thank you for taking the time to read my letter and I am grateful for the support that you will demonstrate once
again. We have faced issues over these twelve years, and in the past, including the rebuilding of our Parish Church after
a devastating fire in 1963. I am confident that we can achieve our goal again.
Asking God to bless you for your kindness and support, I remain,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Pastor

UVESTREAMING: You are invited, if you are
homebound because of sickness or any other
good reason, to please join us each Sunday on
our Parish Website for the celebration of
Sunday Mass. The Mass times that are
livestreamed each week are listed under the
"LIVE STREAM" section of the website. Our
web address is www.sscmparish.com.
Masses remain posted on the website after
they are celebrated, and just a friendly
reminder, if you are physically able to attend
Sunday or Holy Day Masses, you CANNOT
fulfill your obligation to attend Mass by
viewing it on the internet.

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
SS CYRIL&: METHODIVS PllRISH
SUNDAY
LOOSE
DUES
BUILD/MAINT
UTILITIES
MISSION
CANDLES
CARE&ED
SCHOOL SUPPORT
ASSUMPTION
MIS
TOTAL

$4,982.50
121.00
491.00
162.00
492.00
62.00
323.00
113.00
10.00
292.00

JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER: Although the
reception of Holy Communion can be taken
orally or in the hand, it has been strongly
suggested that, at this time of the pandemic
and variants, that Holy Communion be received
· in the hand. This provides a safer situation for
the minister of Holy Communion as well as
those who may fallow you in line. May I please
ask for your help and consideration in this
extremely important matter.
NO CELL PHONES IN CHURCH PLEASE:
If needed for emergency situations only, please be
sure the phone is silenced and that any conversations
that MUST take place be held outside the Church or
after Mass and other services are
concluded. The ringing of cell phones is a
distraction to those who come to worship God and
extremely disrespectful to God. Remember that the
Church is a House of Prayer and not a place for
socializing. We need to respect it as such. We can
separate ourselves from our phone for a period of 45
minutes a week to thank God for His many blessings.
TEXTING IS NEVER PERMITTED BEFORE,
DURING OR AFTER MASS. Thank you for
your understanding.
f�pi.a.cla,
Pastor

$7,048.50
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BIG BUCKS RAFFLE WINNERS FOR 2022:
8/19(063) $100-Albert and Sharon Hostrich,
8/20 (651) $SO-Walter and Loretta Repasky,
8/21 (679) Not Sold, 8/22 (958) Not Sold,
8/23 (697) Not Sold, 8/24 {920) Not Sold,
8/25 (600) $SO-Renee Kowalczyk

BIG BUCKS: We still need your help with this
year's raffle, we ask you to please consider
purchasing a ticket if you have not done so all
ready. Forms are available in the vestibule of
the church or at the rectory. Remember you
need a number (good for the whole year) to be
a winner. As, always your cooperation and
support of this parish fundraiser is "GREATLY
APPRECIATED."

HELP SUPPORT 55. CYRIL & METHODIUS PARISH
(Non-Profit Organization)

I
FRIENDS

ELPING
FRIENDS
IN-STORE
ONLY

ONE DAY ONLY - OCTOBER 19, 2022
SHOP 8AM 11PM
s

DONATE $5 AND ENJOY:

• 25% OFF DISCOUNT SHOPPING PASS*
• REGISTER TO WIN A $100 BOSCOV'S GIFT.CARD
At every Boscov 1s store

100% OF YOUR DONATION GOES TO OUR ORGANIZATION
For Shopping Passes or information, contact:

For more details visit boscovs.com/friendshelpingfriends
*Exclusions Apply

I

Frank J. Bonin

DEGENHART
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CENTER

542 N. Wyoming St., Hazelton, PA 18201

~ 454-2474 ~

God lJlen dte Ss. l)'ril & Methodius Family
Dr. John P._ D�gcnhart

Specializing in fresh cut meats
and H,izle Brand Products

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

1749 E. Broad St., Hazleton, PA

(Joa is Love!

Hazle Park Quality Meats

.. .454-3341. ..

Supervisor- JOHNS. PALETSKI
Fun<.>ral Drrector ~ Jeffr<ly J. Stock • Funeral Drrector ~ John S. Paletski III
- Famih1 On•m·tl mu/ 01•erated :,i11ce 1890-

Family owned and operated
meat processing since 1915!
Come and expt:rience ourfactory
direct Villue andfres!mess!
260 Washington Ave., Hazle Township
PHONE# MAIN OFFICE:
(570) 455-7571

GROWYOUR
B SINESS
3YPLACING
AN AD HEREI
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www.haydenpower.com
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1-800-649-6545
t-----�-....
Hazleton & Bloombsbwg PA

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!
L. Prawdzik, M.D.
A. Smith, M.D.
L. Romero, CRNP
Demetrios Carellas, PA-C

Contact Renee Puchalski
to place an ad today!

@';,,1,tj,

r;Jf,w1,y (Q,, Y.!imnu,myl
Berwick

rpuchalski@4LPi.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6453
GARY RENTZ

PLUMBING & HEATING
Licensed & Insured

. 570-454-4558,,M

�,r

-, Fax: 570-454-2739
IL & GAS BOILERS . HOT WATER HEATERS
NEW AND OLDER HOMES

DRAIN AND SEWER CLEANING
KITCHENS AND BATHS

- and All Your Plumbing Needs

ial

AU.CARE H

(570) 759-5491
Hazleton
Freeland
(570) 4S9-1485
(570) 636--0550

All Care Home Care

Your Comprehensive
Home Health Care Provider

AD DESIGN

Joint
Commission
Accreditation

We offer. Skilled Nursing,
Physical/Speech & Occupational Therapy
Social Worker• Home Health Aides

1710 E. Broad St., Ste. B, Hazleton, PA
Phone: (570) 459-3002 I 1-800-353-3002 • F: (570) 459-3009

FREE MCQg.�

DROW mu
BU81N[S8 A
SUPPORT YO
COMMUN
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�
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Accountants. Advisors

751 North Church Street
Hazleton. PA 18201

P: 570-455·9408
F: 570-455-34 l 3
E: rmoore@drmoorecpa.com

Robert M. Moore, CPA
570-788-4178

· CALL
800.477.4574
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PERSONAL CARE

INDEPENDENT LIVING

I� Lw�
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SECURE MEMORY CARE

23 Fa�h Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

fRITZINGERTOWN

'R.f½Pin,, I Shct't-tum,SuppOYt
vetu,,,,.,;,1-Ben.efi'.t'Pvog,-arn,

570-455-7757

www.laure1s-senior1ivin .com

159 SouTH Ow TURNPIKE Ro.
DRUMS, PA 18222

'

1-877-TRY-FNCB I fncb.com I Me

L.G.C. Truck Parts & Service, LL(
Heavy Duty Professionals

Gary Viechec

570.436.2330 • 570.788.4203
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833-287-3502
S S. Cyril & Methodius, Hazleton, PA
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