·ss. CY�IL &
METHODIUS
PARISH
at the

Church of St. Joseph
Hazleton, PA

If you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
•
' Please feel comfo1iable in our Father's house and thank
'
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <.R_fconci[iation
Saturday 2:45-3:30 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

:M.ass Scfiecfufe

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

P,ucfiaristic jlcforation

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

(l)evotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the Infant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA l 8201
Office: 570-454-088 l Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of<M.arriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospita[ ancl:Nursing Jfome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in ori. bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

jl Community U'fio Sfiares <Tlie Wore£

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:00 - 11 :OOAM at Holy Family Academy.

JULY 24, 2022
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( 1 7 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME)
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Intentions

'Week

MONDAY, JULY 25TH
(St. James}
8:00 AM Frances Elick by Son, Thomas
TUESDAY, JULY 2&T"
(St. Joachim and St. Anne)
8:00 AM Patricia Humenick by Husband,
Francis and Children
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27T"
8:00 AM Philip Zelenak by Wife and
Children
THURSDAY, JULY 28T"
8:00 AM Bernard Pollock by Daughters
and Families
FRIDAY, JULY 29TH
(St. Martha)
8:00 AM William F. Thompson by Wife,
Elizabeth and Children
SATURDAY, JULY 30TH
(St. Peter Chrysologus)
2:45 PM to 3:30 PM Confessions
4:00 PM Jim Kaschak by Amanda, Jonathan,
Morgan, Kyle and Rebecca
SUNDAY, JULY 31"
111 SUNDAY IN ORDINARl'TIM£)
8:00 AM Mary Ann Gombeda by Husband,
Andrew
10:30 AM William McGeehan Jr., by TJ and
Cathy McGeehan

ua

INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue into your
home for a week. Call (570-454-3341).

YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for all who are
confined to their homes, nursing homes and
the elderly. May God bless and keep them in
His tender care. Also, please remember In
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavlrus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping
them.
YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for the souls of
Bernard Pollock, James Serenshock and
Father Stephen Krawontka. May their souls
and all the souls of the faithful departed
through the Mercy of God rest in peace.
Remember the families of Bernard, James and
Father Stephen during their time of loss.
ALTAR CANDLES FOR THE WEEK OF JULY
24™ : In Memory of John L. Lazur by Wife,
Barbara M. Lazur

NOV'ENA TO SAINT ANN
*GOOD SAINT ANN, PR.Ay FOR

us·

THE SOLEMN NOVENA TO SAINT ANN:
With the coming of each July, we mark the
annual celebration of the Feast of Saint Ann.
Our Solemn Novena will begin on SUNDAY, JULY
17TH and conclude on her Feast Day, July 26th.
The Novena will be prayed after each weekend
Liturgy and after the 8:oo AM Liturgy during the
week. It will also, be posted on the parish website
(www.sscmparish.com) this service will include
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Novena
Prayers and a general blessing with the Relic of Saint
Ann.
PLEASE NOTE: the Nouena to St. Peregrine.
Infant of Prague. Miraculo11S Medal. St. Joseph
and St. Jude will be said on Monday and
Tuesday of that week. We ask you to priuately
say these Nouenas on youa- ;ow,r�.

HAZLETON CHAPTER OF Pennsylvanians for
Human Life will have their monthly meeting on
Tuesday, August 2nd at 6:00 PM in the Rectory
basement of St. Gabriels. Enter the rectory
basement around the back of the building and
down the steps. Come join us and see what we
are planning.

"C

0uppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at midnight and
says, 'Friend, lend me three lcxwes of bread,' and he says in repl-y from
\11ithi� 'Do not bother m.e.' l teU-you., if he� nor get up to give the
,•isitor the loai-es bemuse of theiT fri,mdship. he 1,dll gee up to give him
whate,,e,- he needs because of his persistence.''
,• , • ,s• . ,•. •

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Meister Eckhart asks, "Who is the man whose
prayers God always bears?" He answers, "God
bears the man who appeals to God as God. When,
however, man appeals to God, hoping for some
worldly good, be is not appealing to God at all, but
to what be is asking of God. He is trying to make
God bis servant. On this point, St. Augustine says:
'You pray to what you love, for true whole prayer
is nothing but love!' Thus, we pray to what we
love and no one rightly prays to God but be who
pra;s for God and bas nothing on his mind but
God." We struggle with what we want God to do
and bow we want our prayer validated. Meister
Eckhart is correct. We often want God to be our
servant. We further struggle with trusting that
God knows what we need and that His will is best.
God's will is not some predetermined outcome of
events that we must simply suggest. "Thy will be
done" is not an invocation beckoning us to acc_e�t
a particular state of affairs passively. Rather, 1t IS
the bumble and confident placement of ourselves
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That's what makes the Lord's Prayer the perfect
prayer. It provides us with proper di�position and
focus, putting in line all of the essential
relationships of our lives. It celebrates and fosters
the ever-deepening relationship of trust we have
with our Creator. It also calls us to keep open the
doors of love between our brothers and sisters
with the power that comes with forgiveness. Hin
one's darkest hour they can find the resolve to
fervently pray this perfect prayer of Jesus'
conviction then there is no doubt that God wdl
'
hear their plea, reach out in love, and bring them
ever closer to His heart. What more does one need
to weather the storms of life besides faith, hope,
and love? These are God's most perfect gifts and
all we really need.
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ETERNAL LIFE

OnTuesday, July 19, 2022, the Office of the Bishop informed the Clergy of the Diocese of Scranton
that The Reverend Stephen A. Krawontka, currently serving as the Pastor of Ascension Parish in
Forest City and St. Katherine Drexel Parish in Pleasant Mount, was born into Eternal Life earlier that
day. Father Stephen, as he was known here at Saint Joseph Church, served our Parish for eleven years
(1997 to 2008) as our Assistant Pastor. During these years, he was very well received, especially by the
youth of the Parish. During his time with us, Father Krawontka celebrated his Twenty-fifth Anniversary
of Ordination to the Sacred {Priesthood at the hands of Karol Cardinal Wojtyta on May 22, 1997, on
May 26,2002 with a special Mass ofThanksgiving and a dinner held in our Parish Hall. In 1978, cardinal
Wojtyla was elected Pope John Paul II.
We ask that you pray for Father Stephen, as well as his family, at this time. Eternal rest grant on to

him O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace'
May His Soul through the Mercy of God, Rest in Peace . AMEN
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PAVING PROTECT COLLECTION
We offer our sincere THANKS and GRATITUDE to the following
Parishioners and Parish Friends who have responded to our SPECIAL COLLECTION
To repave the 5th Street back entrance to our Church.
If you have not yet contributed, won't you please do so as soon as possible.
AMOUNT NEEDED: $11, 150.00

Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
M/M Joseph Belletiere
Mrs. Mary Blanner
Mr. Robert Burczy
Mrs. Margaret Bytsura
Mrs. Christine Cherney
M/M James Cheslock
Church Services Group
Mrs. Marie Dean
Mrs. Pauline Dudeck
M/M William Ervin
Ms. Judith Fellin
M/M John Gullick
Thomas Hanincik Family
M/M Emil Havrilla
Mr. James Hiz-a
M/M James Hiza
Mr. Francis Humencik
M/M James Kapuschinsky
M/M John Kaschak
Dr. & Mrs. Johann Koenig

TOTAL RAISED: $4090.00

M/M Thomas Kostic
Mrs. Martha Krieger
Ms. Anita Lenz
Mr. John Malitsky Jr
M/M Richard Marusak
M/M Richard Merrick
Mr. Joseph Mondick
Mrs. Helen Motto
M/M John Paletski
Mrs. Florence Payer
Ms. Julie Regan
Mrs. Melissa Rossi
Mrs. Marcella Sabolchick
M/M John Screenock
Mr. Joe Seman Jr
Mrs. Regina Shovlin
M/M Samuel Sist
Ms. Mary Ann Spishick
Mrs. June Steber
M/M Charles Tamburini
Mrs. Marion Tomanchek
M/M Gary Wisemiller
Ms. Elaine Zel�nak
M/M Thomas Ziminski

TOTAL DONORS: 48
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THE BIG BUCKS RAFFLE

SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

Saints Cyril and Methodius Parish
604 North Laurel Street
Post Office Box 2099
Hazleton, Pennsylvania 18201

15 July 2022
My Dear Parishioners and Friends of our Parish Community:
As I am sure we have all experienced the cost of living and operating our
homes continually increase, it becomes increasingly difficult to meet the various
expenses that cross our desks on a regular monthly basis. The same is true in
the operation of our Parish Community -- it becomes more difficult to meet our
ordinary expenses on a timely basis. With the increase of Diocesan and school
assessments, and the decrease in contributions due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it
has become necessary, once again, to supplement our weekly Offertory income.
It is becoming more difficult to maintain the normal operating expenses to
keep our Parish on a firm financial footing. This year's funds from the Big Bucks
Raffle will be used to subsidize our Weekly Sunday Offerings to meet our yearly
Parish assessments, as well as the normal operating expenses that must be met
each month. For example, it was necessary this year to use $20,00.00 from our
Big Bucks account, along with $20,000.00 from the C.C.W., and $5,000.00 from
the Holy Name to meet our 2022 assessments to the Diocese and the Diocesan
Schools.
In the near future, the entire Church will need to be painted, I have recently
contacted Robert Ritterbeck Church Painting, Inc. of Moosic, Pennsylvania, a
well-respected contractor in our Diocese as well as other Dioceses throughout
the country. They submitted a bid for the work needed to be done. The bid
amounts to $104,800.00. Full details of the areas of the Church included in the
proposal will be forthcoming. Obviously, aside from the revenue received from
the Big Bucks Raffle, it will be necessary to solicit funds by way of a special fund
raiser later. I will address this issue in the future. YOUR ASSISTANCE AND
GENEROSI TY IN THIS FUND RAISER IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THIS
YEAR. I ASK THAT YOU PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO COOPERATE.
In answer to the need for additional revenue and to be able to have a
substantial amount of money available for dealing with these and other costly
issues, our Holy Name Society and C.C.W. have responded once again by
continuing to spearhead our fund-raising endeavor called "THE BIG BUCKS
RAFFLE." This ticket, which will be based on the EVENING DRAWING of the

Pennsylvania Daily Lottery will offer cash prizes in varying amounts throughout
the entire year. Our initial Lucky Lotto drawing, as in the past, will begin on
September 1, 2022, and conclude on August 31, 2023. The cost of a ticket is
$60.00 for the entire year. Tickets must be paid in full to receive cash winnings.
When all is said and done, this yearly ticket offers you 365 chances to win
substantial cash prizes.
In the past years of operation, we have realized a combined profit of
$189,820.00 from this fund raiser. Listed below is the breakdown of our profits in
past years:
2011 to 2012 - $18,080.00
2012 to 2013 - $18,980.00
2013 to 2014 - $18,61o.oo
2014 to 2015 - $18,800.00
2015 to 2016 - $18,620.00
2016 to 2017 - $19,950.00
2017 to 2018 - $16,150.00
2018 to 2019 - $17,250.00
2019 to 2020 - $19,040.00
2020 to 2021 - $24,430.00
2021to 2022 - $27,080.00
(Not included in "Combined Profit" above)
As you can see, this fund raiser has been a tremendous help in the operation
and maintenance of our Parish in the past and will continue to help at this time.
Last year we sold a total of 659 of the 1,000-tickets available. Thank you for your
support. It is my hope that we can repeat, or even exceed what we did last year.
Only with the help of all our Parishioners and parish friends can this be realized,
I thank you for all that you do to support our Parish Community. I thank you,
also, for considering purchasing a BIG BUCKS LOTTO ticket to support our
Parish. Along with the ticket that you purchase, may I also ask for your help by
soliciting the help of your family, friends, and neighbors to purchase additional
tickets. You can receive additional tickets by calling the Parish Office during
regular business hours.
Once again, thank you for your continued generosity and self-sacrifice which
will enable the Parish of Saints Cyril and Methodius to continue to serve the
Greater Hazleton Area as a welcoming and beautiful community.
Sincerely yours in Christ

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.
Pastor
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FUD RAISER - $60.00/TICKET
This year from July through August 14, 2022 you will have the opportunity to choose
your number. You may choose 3 numbers; if all your choices are taken a number will be
randomly assigned. Please place your choices on the form below. Numbers will be
assigned on a first come basis.
Winners will be determined by the drawing of Pick 3 - 7 pm drawing. When there is a
double draw only the first number will be paid. All winners will be notified by mail.
Awards begin September 1, 2022 and end August 31, 2023. $50.00 will be paid every
day except: $100.00 will be paid on Fridays, $200.00 will be paid on the LAST Friday
of the month. $500.00 will be paid on December 25, 2022, February 14, 2023, March 19,
2023 and April 9, 2023.
This form will not be accepted after August 15, 2022.
Make checks payable to:

SS. CYRIL & METHODIUS BIG BUCKS RAFFLE
To purchase a Big Bucks Raffle fill out the form below along with your check and
drop it in the collection basket and your stub will be mailed to you.
Tickets also available by calling the rectory at 454-0881
Please Print
Choice #1----

Choice#2----

Choice #3----

NAME___________________________
ADDRE SS________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP____________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER;___________________
NUMBER OF TICKETS--------AMOUNT ENCLOSED----

f,\G BUCKS RAFF�
FUND RAISER - $60.00/TICKET
Winners will be determined by the drawing of Pick 3 - 7 pm drawing

WHEN A DOUBLE DRAW ONLY THE FIRST NUMBER WILL BE PAID

All winners will be notified by mail
Awards begin September I, 2022 and end August 31, 2023
$50.00 will be paid every day except as listed below:
$100.00 will be paid on Fridays
$200.00 will be paid on the LAST Friday of the month

$500.00 will be paid on
Christmas, Sunday, December 25, 2022
Feast of SS. Cyril & Methodius, Tuesday, February 14, 2023
Feast of St. Joseph, Sunday, March 19, 2023
Easter, Sunday, April 9, 2023
Tickets will be randomly assigned after August 15, 2022

Make checks payable to:

SS. CYRIL & METHODIUS BIG BUCKS RAFFLE
To purchase a Big Bucks Raffle fill out the form below along with your check and
drop it in the collection basket and your stub will be mailed to you.
Tickets also available by calling the rectory at 570-454-0881
Please Print

NAME------------------------ADDRESS----------------------CITY/STATE/ZIP--------------------TELEPHONE NUMBERc.__________________
NUMBER OF TICKETS--------AMOUNT ENCLOSED----

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
SS CYRIL & METHODIUS PARISH
SUNDAY
LOOSE
DUES
BUILD/MAINT
UTILITIES
MISSION
CANDLES
CARE&ED
SCHOOL SUPPORT
ASSUMPTION
MIS
TOTAL

$4,988.50
137.00
617.00
381.00
194.00
31.00
576.00
87.00
20.00
93.00
25.00
$7,149.50
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Holy Family Academy is looking for
certified teachers and teachers in the
process of certification for our middle
school in the subject areas of English,
Social Studies and Science. Please
send resume to:
Holy Family Academy
Attn: Mr. Thomas Kostic, Principal
601 N. Laurel St.
Hazleton PA 18201
Or call Holy Family at 570-455-9431

BIG BUCKS RAFFLE WINNERS FOR 2022:
7/15 (058) $100 - Anthony Wilson,
7/16 (627) $50 - Kathleen Kraynak,
7/17 (424) $50 - Lorraine & Larry Piehota,
7/18 (424) $50 - Lorraine & Larry Piehota,
7/19 (931) $50 - Suzanne Leskosky,
7/20 (457) Not Sold, 7/21 (096) Not Sold

PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE 01"
UKRAINE.

ACCIDENT REPORTED AT SAINT JOSEPH CEMETERY
While reading this past Tuesday's edition of the Hazleton Standard Speaker. I was surprised to see
reported that an accident took place on the 14th Street side of our Parish Cemetery. A driver lost control
of his vehicle, knocking down several grave markers in his path. The car was removed after the accident
occurred. This was never reported to me after it had occurred.
To date, however, I have not received either verbal or written information concerning the accident
from the Hazleton City Police Department. After placing a call on Wednesday, I was told by the Police
Department, that it will take seven to ten days to request or receive an official accident report, although
this answer surprised me, I will do this as soon as possible to find out the details surrounding the
incident as well as for Diocesan insurance purposes.
In the meantime, I have contacted the Property and Risk Management Office of the Diocese to report
the situation. I am preparing to submit a proposal, for their approval and the release of insurance funds,
to begin restoring the damaged area.
It is my intention to have this work commence as soon as possible to maintain the integrity of the
fence which encloses the Cemetery and fix the graves of the deceased individuals who were affected.
Further information will be provided as needed.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Pastor

