Ss. CYRIL &
METHODIUS
PARISH
at the

Church ofSt. Joseph
Hazleton, PA

,...,

,...,

If you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <R..f,concifiation
Saturday 2:45-3:30 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

:M.ass Scheaufe

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

P.ucharisticjlaoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

<Devotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the lnfant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 1820 l
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of:M.arriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospita[ ana :Nursing Jfome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

JI_ Community Who Shares <Jne Wora

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.bolyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:00 - 11 :00AM at Holy Family Academy.

APRIL 3, 2022
(FIFI11 SUNDAY OF LENT)
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:Mass � fortfie
Intentions 'f:!rJ 'Week,
MONDAY, April 4t11
(St. Isidore)
8:00 AM Thomas Hanincik by Wife,
Ann and Daughters
5:00 - 6:00 PM "The Light Is On"
(Confessions)
TUESDAY, April 5th
(St. Vincent Ferrer)
8:00 AM John Wilusz by Romas Wilusz
WEDNESDAY, April 5t11
8:00 AM God's Blessings on all His
Special Children with Autism
THURSDAY, April 7th
(St. John Baptist de la Salle)
8:00 AM Michael and Mary Yashur by
Tim, Rita and Jim Yashur
FRIDAY, APRIL 8th
(Day of Abstinence)
8:00 AM Robert Sacco by Wife, Jane
and Family
1 :30 PM Stations of the Cross
6:00 PM Stations of the Cross
SATURDAY, APRIL 9th
CONFESSIONS
2:45 to 3:30 PM
4:00 PM Margaret Evans and Mary
Rigotti by Bill and Ruth Rigotti
SUNDAY, APRIL 10u,
(PALM SUNDAY - PASSION SUNDAY)
8:00 AM Living and Deceased of the Parish
Particularly of the Holy Name Society
10:30 AM Helen Mattey by Husband, Andrew
and Daughters

W'J1"&��������
INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue Into your
home for a week. Call (570-454-3341).

YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for all who are
confined to their homes, nursing homes and
the elderly. May God bless and keep them in
His tender care. Also, please remember in
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavirus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping
them.
YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for the souls of
Joseph Cusatis, Mary Jane Lipinski and John
Falatko. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed, through the Mercy of God
rest in peace. Remember the families of
Joseph, Mary Jane and John during their time
of loss.
BOLYWEEK. INFORMATION:
PALM SUNDAY: PALMS will be available
at the entrance of the church. As you
enter the church next weekend, we ask
1ou to please take the palms with you
JDto the pew.
SCHEDULE OF SERVICES: Is in this
week's bulletin we ask you to keep the
sheet as a reference to time of Services
and Confessions. A list of the Easter
Memorials will be published next
weekend.
PARISH OFFICE: will be closed on GOOD
FRIDAY and EASTER. MONDAY.
NOVENA: the Divine Mercy Novena will
be� on Good Friday, we encourage all
to Join us in this Novena. Divine Mercy
Sunday will be on Sunday, April 24th•
REGULATIONS FOR LENT: we are called
by Jesus and the Bishops of our time to
FAST and ABSTAIN on GOOD FRIDAY.
*FASTING means to limit ourselves to one full
meal a day.
*ABSTAIN means not having meat of any kind
on Good Friday.
*YOUR OBLIGATION to receive Holy
Communion once a year should be fulfilled
during the Easter Season.

li:en1e.1us straightened up and said to her, "Woman, u1here
are they? Ha.I no one condemned you!" She repiie� "No one,
sir." Then Jesus said.' "Neither do I cmulemn .'iOU. Go' and
}mm now on do not sin anJ n10Te." - 1, s, ; o. , 1

5th Sunday of Lent
We love to make examples out of those who have
erred and done wrong. Publicly punishing others
serves as a means of demonstrating the
consequences for what is deemed inappropriate or
wrongful behavior. While this may appear an
effective way of achieving conformity to
established rules, it runs the real risk of distorting
motivation. Obviously, we want people to do what
is right and pursue healthy, virtuous behaviors
and ideals. But is fear of punishment ever the best
motivation for avoiding one action in favor of
another?
Doing something out of fear is never healthy.
Focusing exclusively on our behavior and what
others expect or think, leads to living life with a
self-focused superficiality. We become more
concerned about protecting ourselves from
something negative and unpleasant, than investing
ourselves in the freedom, wonder and awe of being
human! We can still find our way to the
unacceptable or inappropriate behavior as Jong as
we do not get caught! Being a whole, focused, and
God-centered human being requires more. It
demands an investment of the heart. Virtuous,

moral, and mature lifestyles reflective of the
Gospel necessitate love.
When we experience and recognize love, God's
unconditional love, in the depth of our soul, we fa))
in love with what we have found. We then find
ourselves leaving destructive and sinful actions
behind in search of something more holy,
dignified, true, integral, and loving. This is reaUy
"mercy realized." God's tremendous, loving,
eternal forgiveness and willingness to bring us
back to something more real and tender is
transformational. The respect for myself that I
receive from God is so life changing that it causes
me to run quickly away from anything sinful and
self-destructive to things that are whole and holy.
There are many people who want nothing more
than to judge or criticize us. What would actuaHy
stoning the woman caught in adultery really
accomplish? Nothing more than the inflation of
the already self-righteous egos of a few men who
think they have power. They have no power
because they are sinners too, just like everyone
else. What an of us have is the humble ability to
express sorrow for pursuing destructive thoughts
and actions and receive the power of God's mercy.
Then, Jesus' request to "go and sin no more" will
be one we proudly heed and follow.
©LPi

AVAILABLE FOR MEMORIALIZATION:
There is still an Arrangement of Roses and
lilies available to be place on the Tabernacle
Altar. As always your generosity to your
parish is greatly appreciated.

HOLY THURSDAY - MASS OF THE LORD'S
SUPPER: The Mass of the Lord's Supper �I
be celebrated at 6:30 PM. A simple
procession to the Altar of Repose will take
place. The Church will be open for public
adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
beginning after Mass and concluding at 9:00
PM. Our Parish Folk Choir, THESPUUTOF
6RACE, will provide meditative music and
readings from Sacred Scripture between 8:00
PM and 9:00 PM.

****** ****** ****** ****** ****** ****We would like to thank all for their
s11pport of these special collections
May God bless you and your famili.;s
a hundredfold.

I NEED YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT AGAIN!!
Since assuming my Pastorate here at Saints Cyril and Methodius in July of 2010, I have often told you
that one of the most difficult things that I must do is to ask for your financial support and help. One
thing I have learned over these years, is that the people of our Parish are always supportive in this way.
For this I am most grateful.
Once again, I must come to you to ask for your support and help!
Our Parish's largest fund raiser is our sale of pierohy and baked goods at the holiday seasons and
throughout the year. One of the most important pieces of equipment that is used is our walk-in freezer
which has serviced our Parish faithfully for over forty years. This past week, however, it ceased working
and cannot be repaired because parts are no longer available. Hence, a replacement is needed as soon
as possible.
The replacement cost is $10,500.00. I am coming to you to ask for your help in this necessary project
by donating toward this replacement cost. I would ask that if you would be so kind to help, that you
place your donation in a regular envelope, mark it "FREEZER FUND," and place it in the collection boxes
at the doors of the Church or in the mail slot in the door of the Parish Office.
The products made by our parishioners have become an essential part of our holiday seasons not
only for the people of Saints Cyril and Methodius, but for the people of our community and even
beyond.
Our Parish depends on the revenue received from these sales to help support our assessments to the
Diocese and the Catholic Schools of the Diocese. Your help in financing this project will help us reserve
funds for this purpose. Please consider helping us to reach the goal to pay for this important Parish
project.
I thank you once again for your support and help!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Pastor
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Lenten Guidelines 2022
Diocese of Scranton
SS Cyril and Methodius Parish

Regulations on Fasting and Abstinence
All faithful of the Diocese of Scranton are reminded of Diocesan Statute No. 41, which addresses
the penitential aspect of Lent:

"The season of Lent is penitential in nature and during Lent penance should be not only internal
and individual, but also external and social (Sacrosanctum Concilium, No. 5, 109). Pastors are
obliged to avoid scheduling activities in the parishes which in any way could possibly detract
from the external and social penance required by Lent."
Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022, marks the beginning of Lent. The following fast and abstinence
regulations are observed:
•

FASTING is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, April 15, 2022, by all
th

•

Catholics over 18 years of age to the beginning of their 60 year. On days of fasting, one
full meal is allowed. Two smaller meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken
according to one's needs, but together should not equal another full meal, unless
dispensed or excused.
ABSTINENCE from meat is to be observed by all Catholics who are 14 years of age or
older. Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent, and Good Friday are days of
abstinence.
(NOTE: This year, the Feast of the Annunciation falls on Friday, March 25, 2022. Because
it is considered a solemnity by the church, the law of abstinence from meat and meat
products does not apply specifically on Friday, March 25, this year (per Canon 1251))

Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation should remain available to the faithful throughout the Season
of Lent.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON CONFESSIONS
Confession will be heard each Saturday afternoon from 2:30 P.M. to 3:30 P. M. There will be
two priests available for Confessions each week.

T

* ti

Celebrate tile Sacramem of Reconciliati011

"The Light is On For You," an initiative in the Diocese of Scranton in which churches are open
for quiet prayer and Confession throughout Lent will continue. Now more than ever, it is
important to allow the faithful an opportunity to experience the healing grnce of God's mercy.
Beginning on March 7, the Monday of the First Week of Lent and continuing through April 4,
the Monday of the Fifth week of Lent, Confessions will be heard from 5:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M. in
our Parish.
PLEASE NOTE: Should school be cancelled or given an early dismissal due to inclement
weather, CONFESSIONS WILL ALSO BE CANCELLED ON THAT OCCASION.
As always, great care should continue to be taken regarding the environment of any confession,
including the use of masks, considering the continuing pandemic.
HOLY WEEK CONFESSIONS
PALM SUNDAY AFTERNOON - 3:30 TO 4:30
(Two Priests will be available)
MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK - 4:00 P.M. TO 5:00 P.M.
(Two Priests will be available)
WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK - 6:00 P.M. TO 7:00 P.M.
(Two Priest will be available)
GOOD FRIDAY - 5:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M. PRIOR TO STATIONS OF THE CROSS
(Two priests will be available)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
FRIDAY 1:30 P.M. -SCHOOL (CHILDREN'S) STATIONS OF THE CROSS
AS IN PAST YEARS, ADULTS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

FRIDAY 6:00 P.M. -ADULT STATIONS AND BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT
PLEASE NOTE: If school is cancelled or given an early dismissal because of inclement
weather on either Wednesday or Friday, Stations of the Cross will also be cancelled.

THE ROAD TO RESURRECTION DEANERY RETREAT
At a week to be soon arranged, the annual Road to Resurrection Deanery Retreat will be held
at Saint Joseph Church on Laurel Street. It will be held on Monday thru Thursday evenings of
the chosen week of Lent and each service will begin at 6:30 P.M. It will be presented both in
person and livestreamed. The Celebrant and Homilist for this year will be The Reverend
Richard Burke, the Rector of Saint Ann's Monastery and Pastor of Saint Ann's Basilica in
Scranton, Pennsylvania.

10 April 2022
My Dear Parishioners and Parish Friends,
Many struggle with Jesus. Some who consider themselves faithful hail him in their churches but
still struggle to figure out what to do with him on our streets. The message is somehow more
palatable when it echoes pious renderings and sentiments and involves singing hosannas during
worship. It becomes a bit trickier when it gets to the part about changing the way we conduct the
business of our lives, becoming more sensitive to the disadvantaged, poor, and marginalized, and
living as servants of our Loving Creator. Ultimately, it is a struggle between wanting to be God
ourselves and letting God be God as God is. That's why it's so easy to become hypocritical. We, like
those who hailed Christ as he arrived in Jerusalem and sent Christ to the cross to die, also talk out
of both sides of our mouths. We entertain what suits us at the time and walk away from the rest.
Many neglect God's beautiful creation because they prefer what humans have made instead.
Progress isn't seen in preserving and enhancing what God has made but replacing it with
something we believe is better and more useful. The earth, flowers, and animals are all expendable
if they stand in the way of the "more" we want to achieve. We seek to remove as many obstacles and
hurdles as possible in search of the easiest, quickest, and most efficient path we can find. We have
created drugs and laws that preserve our free choice, even though it may mean setting aside God's
vision and example. Why suffer when we can easily be put to rest? Why endure insult or injury
when we can retaliate, eliminate, or subdue? Why accept life when it is acceptable to choose
otherwise? We want to be God and resist accepting the fact that our real Creator bas already given
us the blueprints for the life we need to live in the Beatitudes and in the example of his Passion. We
don't like being stewards and managers and really want the power to do as we wish and desire. We
want to create our own way.
Where has the true, effective Christian voice been through all of the wars and violence, prejudice
and unjust conquests, abuse of human beings and attempted extinctions of nationalities, the
establishments of procedures and protocols that serve only a few and not the many and all of the
injustices and exploitations that are a part of our human history? A few courageous prophets have
stood up and out throughout all of the comings and goings of our human journey with many
receiving the same fate as the Crucified One we hail this week. Some still walk among us as shining
stars showing us how it really can be. How would Jesus' journey have ended if he lived life as we
do? Unless we encounter the good with the bad, the just with the unjust, the grace with the sin, the
glory with the cross, the death with the life we most certainly risk rendering God obsolete. After all,
haven't we already convinced ourselves that we can do better?
May our reflection on the Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Lord during this Holy Week, lead
us closer to Christ, His Church and to one another.
Sincerely in Christ Passion,

Pastor

2022
PALM SUNDAY
Mass will be celebrated according to the regular weekly Sunday Mass Schedule
PALMS will be available as the entrance of the church, we ask you to please
take the palms with you into the pew

HOLYWEEK CONFESSIONS
MONDAY, APRIL 11'" from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, APRIL

13TH

from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM

FRIDAY, APRIL 15TH GOOD FRIDAY from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM

HOLY THURSDAY - MASS OF TH£ LORD'S SUPPER
No Mass at 8:00 AM
6:30 PM - MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
PRIVATE PRAYER and ADORATION following the Mass until 9:00 PM

600D FRIDAY - PASSION OF OUR LORD
No Mass at 8:00 AM
12:30 PM • Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord
4:30 PM to 5:30 PM - Confessions
6:00 PM - Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY
11:00 AM - Basket Blessing will take place In the church cafeteria
8:00 PM - EASTER VIGIL

£ASTER SUNDAY - RESSUR£CTION OF OUR LORD
Mass at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

RECEPTION OF THE HOLY OILS ON HOLY THURSDAY
On Holy Thursday, the Holy Oils blessed by Bishop Bambera at the Chrism Mass, will be
received in our parish church. The oils will be presented at the time of the preparation of
gifts.
Each of us Catholics has already received some of the benefits given through these holy
oils, namely, in the ceremonies of Baptism and in the conferring of the Sacrament of
Confirmation; and we hope one day to obtain further graces through them in the
Sacrament of the Sick, formerly called Extreme Unction. Each of the oils is extracted
from olives, but the Holy Chrism is distinguished from the others by having balm or
balsam (perfumed oil) mixed with it.
The Oil of the Sick or Oil of the Infirm is the necessary substance for the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick which is given to those who are ill by anointing the forehead and
hands. The Oil of Catechumens is used in the baptismal ceremony and derives its
name from "catechumen," one who is being prepared to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism. The Holy Chrism is the matter or essential substance for the administration of
the Sacrament of Confirmation. It is also used to anoint the crown of the head immediately
after the pouring of the water in the ceremonies of Baptism and it is needed for the
consecration of a Bishop and the ordination of a priest.

The Oil of the Sick 01

(Oleum lnfirmorum)

The Oil of Catechumens OS

(Oleum Sanctum)

The Holy Chrism SC

{Sanctum Chrisma)

LENTEN RETREAT: You are welcome to participate in any or all of the Retreat that
will be held at St. John Bosco Parish in Conyngham on April 2-6. The Lenten
spiritual exercises are being conducted by Fr. Pio Mandato✓ a noted Franciscan
Retreat Director. He will be assisted by the Capuchin Sisters of Nazareth. The
principal services will be conducted on Sunday at 6 PM and on Monday✓ Tuesday
and Wednesday at 7 PM. The theme is: ''A contemporary look at the Four last
Things - Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell." Check St. John Bosco ✓s parish web
page for the full schedule. wwwstjohnboscochurchconyngham/home

SANCTUARY LAMPS FOR THE MONTH OF
APRIL: 1). Health and God's Blessings and
Employment
2). Health and God's Blessings and a Special
,.
Intention
3). Health and God's Blessings for Peter
Holoviak
ALTAR CANDLES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL
3 R0 : In Memory of Victor Socha by Daughter,
Shirley
VIGILS ON THE SACRED HEART ALTAR FOR
THE MONTH OF APRIL: 1). In Memory of
Richard Unger by Wife, Dolores and Family
2). Health and God's Blessings and Special
Intention
3). Health and God's Blessings and Special
Intention
VIGILS ON THE BLESSED MOTHER ALTAR
FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL: 1). In Memory of
Anna Gasper by Son, John
2). In Memory of Elaine M. Zelenak by
Daughter, Elaine
·3). Deceased Members of the Nemeth Family
by Dolores Unger
4). Deceased Members of the Unger Family by
Dolores Unger
5). Health and God's Blessings and Special
Intention
RICE BOWL: envelopes are in your packets.
Operation Rice Bowl is our identification with
the World's Hungry. Each week a "Meager"
meal is to be served and the savings realized
from that meal placed in the Rice Bowl, for the
hungry of the world. These envelopes can be
returned any time during the Lenten Season or
during Holy Week.

JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER: Although the
reception of Holy Communion can be taken
orally or in the hand, it has been strongly
suggested that, at this time of the pandemic
and variants, that Holy Communion be received
in the hand. This provides a safer situation for
the minister of Holy Communion as well as
those who may fallow you in line. May I please
ask for your help and consideration in this
extremely important matter.
CCD CLASSES: are held on Sundays from 9:00
to 10:00 AM. All classes will meet in Holy
Family Academy.
Students preparing for the Sacraments
of: Penance, First Holy Communion or
Confirmation are required to be enrolled in the
CCD program for two (2) years prior to
receiving the Sacrament.

NO CELL PHONES IN CHURCH PLEASE:
If needed for emergency situations only, please be
sure the phone is silenced and that any conversations
that MUST take place be held outside the Church or
after Mass and other services are
concluded. The ringing of cell phones is a
distraction to those who come to worship God and
extremely disrespectful to God. Remember that the
Church is a House of Prayer and not a place for
socializing. We need to respect it as such. We can
separate ourselves from our phone for a period of 45
minutes a week to thank God for His many blessings.
TEXTING IS NEVER PERMITTED BEFORE,
DURING OR AFTER MASS. Thank you for
your understanding.
father piccou;t,,
Pastor

HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL LITURGY: students from Grades 81\
5"' and Kindergarten will attend the 8:00 AM
Liturgy on Wednesday. April 6th •
REGISTRATION: is being held for the
2022/2023 school year. For more information
and financial aid call the school office (570454-3341). During school hours.

Hoij,Week-

LIVESTREAMING: You are invited, if you are
homebound because of sickness or any other
good reason, to please join us each Sunday on
our Parish Website for the celebration or
Sunday Mass. The Mass times that are
livestreamed each week are listed under the
"LIVE STREAM" section of the website. Our
web address is www.sscmparish.com.
Masses remain posted on the website after
they are celebrated, and just a friendly
reminder, if you are physically able to attend
Sunday or Holy Day Masses, you CANNOT
fulfill your obligation to attend Mass by
viewing it on the internet.
HOLYWEEK SERVICES will he livestrea.med
for all those who cannot attend in person.

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
SS CYRIL & METBODIUS PARIS!!
SUNDAY
LOOSE
DUES
BUILD/MAINT
UTILITIES

r!=�t�;D

FLOWERS
HOLY THURSDAY
GOOD FRIDAY
HOLY SATURDAY
EASTER
RICE BOWL
CATHOLIC RELIEF
MIS
TOTAL

$4,022.50
179.00
345.00
39.00
139.00

• ·�" •' .
"1.:

�

44.00
163.00
61.00
45.00
43.00
265.00
190.00
279.00

BIG BUCKS RAFFLE WINNERS FOR 2022:
3/25 (425) Not Sold, 3/26 (533) Not Sold,
3/27 (025) Not Sold, 3/28 (554) Not Sold,
3/29 (976) $50-Dorothy Layshock, 3/30 (652)
Not Sold, 3/31 (881) $50-Mary Ann Miller

16.00

$5,830.50

!Jfuu,fi ,p,a! {'}w,. wufdv ca� aurtuuu t,o.
6.e � impOJtlant, t,o. tlk o.pf!IUdion, al, OWi,
pwti.,fi, e6pe.c.iallg at tlti6 tinre. !Jfranl'l6 t,o. all
wlu,. au tplWUUl6 and faitltl,d, in pwti.,fi
ouppoJtl!

On Wednesday, April 6th Queen of Heaven Parish at Our Lady of Grace Church
will host the Sth and final mid week Lenten series ofprayer and reflection sponsored
by the Hazleton Mmisterium.
An opening invitation is extend to the member of SS.Cyril andMetbodius Parish to pray
with the clergy of other Christian Faiths and members of their congregations
The service which starts at 7 :00 pm, with the theme of "Turning towards God's Abundance,"with
the focus on Love. The Gospe1 reading is from John 12: 1-8. tn this reading Mary of Bethany shows
her love and thanksgiving to Jesus, for raising her brother Lazarus from the dead, by anointing Jesus' feet
Reverend Anthony Generose the host pastor will preside and offer the welcome and opening
prayer and the Reverend Nefuili Feliz Sena, the Assistant Pastor offering the prayer in Spanish.
The reflection , "Love, Serving the Lord and one Another," will be given by Deacon Robert Roman.

BAKI-NG
UPA
STORM!
CCW EASIER BAKJNG SESSIONS

Week#2
Monday, April 41h, baking starting at 5:30 pm
Tuesday, April sth, bagging bake goods after 8 am Mass
Tuesday, April sth, baking starting at 5:30 pm
Wednesday, April &11. bagging bake goods after 8 am Mass
Wednesday, April (ifh, selling bake goods 1 pm - 5 pm
Wednesday, April &11, baking starting at 5:30 PM
Thursday, April Jfu, bagging bak:� goods after 8 am Mass
Thursday, April '1111, baking starting at 5:30 pm
Friday, April gfu, bagging bake goods after 8 am Mass
Friday, April 8th, selling bake goods from 1 pm - 5 pm
Friday, April 8th, baking starting at 5:30 pm - If needed to fill orders
Saturday, April 9th, bagging bake goods 8
Saturday, April 9th, selling bake goods from 9 am -1 pm

am

Due_ to COVID 19 we are asking for pre-orders. We will have a limited supply of bake goods on
the tables for walk-ins but are suggesting to guarantee your bake goods, please place an order.
We are doing our best to accommodate everyone. Orders can be placed by calling the rectory
at 570-454-0881 Tuesday through Friday from 9 AM to 3 PM. You may also call the church
basement at 570-454-9084 Monday, March 28th and Tuesday, March 29th from 6 PM - 9 PM,
Thursday,_ March 30th from 6 PM - 9 PM. Monday April 4th - Wednesday April Gth from 6 PM 9 PM. Please give your phone number on the orders in case we need to contact you to change
your pick-up date. Last day to order is Wednesday1 April 6, 2022 by 9 PM.
We 9Skthat you park in the Gth Street parking lot or <;>n the street and enter the church on the
fitl1 side door. You will then proceed down the steps to the basement to pick up your bake
goods and exit the church on the 5th Street side door. The front church doors will not be
opened. Entrance and exit will be in the back of the church only so we can accommodate social
distance guidelines.

SINCERE THANKS: to everyone who helped
in any way with the Easter Baking Sessions
which were held last week. May God bless
all of you a hundredfold for ALL YOUR
SUPPORT.

What is Confession?
Confession is a sacrament instituted by Jesus Christ in His love and
mercy to offer sinners forgiveness for offenses committed against
God. At the same time sinners reconcile with the Church, because it
also is wounded by our sins.
This is good news for all of us, because we all are sinners and in need
of God's forgiveness. In the sacrament of Penance, we meet Christ in
the person of the priest, ready and eager to absolve us and restore
us to new life. We confess our sins to God through his minister, the
priest, who absolves us in the name of Christ.

Confession
A Short Guide for

For forgiveness of sins, three acts are required from the penitent as
parts of the sacrament: contrition, confession and satisfaction.

• Contrition - or sincere sorrow for having offended God, is the most important act of the penitent.
There can be no forgiveness of sin if we do not have sorrow and a firm resolve not to repeat our sin.
• Confession - confronting our sins in a profound way to God, by speaking about them - aloud -to the
priest.
• Satisfaction - an important part of our healing is the "penance" the priest assigns, to help us make
amends by doing something good for ourselves and others.

How to Make a Good Confession
Preparation: Before going to confession, take some time to examine your conscience. This might be
done by reviewing your life in comparison to the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, the example of
Christ's life. Pray to God for forgiveness.
Going to Confession:
1. The priest will welcome you, and you both make the sign of the cross: In the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
2. You-continue with these traditional words:
Bless me Father, for I have sinned. It has been (how long) since my last confession.
You might also add any other background that will allow the priest to be most helpful to you in the
circumstances of your everyday life.

3. The priest will encourage you to have trust in God, and invite you to confess your sins.
Speak freely and honestly -nothing you say in confession will ever be repeated by the priest. The priest
may talk with you about how to make up for the sins you confess. He will then assign an act of penance
corresponding to the nature of the sins -this may take the form of prayer, self-denial, and especially
service to one's neighbor.
4. Act of Contrition -you offer a prayer expressing sorrow for your sins and resolving not to sin again.
You may say this in your own words, or use this traditional prayer:
My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good I have
sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to do penance,
to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and died for
us. In his name, my God, have mercy.
5. Following this prayer, the priest extends his hands over your head and says the words of absolution:
God the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his Son, hos reconciled the world to
himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins. Through the ministry of the Church
may God give you pardon and peace, and I absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. As the priest concludes this prayer, he will make the sign of the cross
over your head - you bless yourself and respond, Amen.
6. The priest will invite you to go in peace.
After Confession: When you leave the confession room, take a few minutes of private prayer and
thanksgiving. Plan how you will complete the assigned act of penance. Make a firm resolve to
continue your conversion by a life renewed according to the Gospel and the love of God.

Sample Examination of Conscience
Recall your sins. Calmly ask yourself what you have done with full knowledge and full consent against
God's commandments.
• Am I actively helping or hindering my relationship with God? Do I make regular efforts to pray, to
grow in my faith life, to learn and come closer to God and God's ways?
• Does my life show that I love God above all else and my neighbor as myself? What takes me away
from this kind of loving?
• Am I actively showing my care and concern for the people with whom I live and work and interact
daily? Do I take care of the world around me? How well do I care for myself and the gifts that God has
given me?
• Have I deliberately harmed myself or another by my words or actions, or by my failure to speak or
act? Am I afraid I have done something that no one can forgive?
Consider these words of Christ as you reflect on your life, and ask yourself...

".. .for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me ' Then they will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you? ' Then he will answer them, 'Truly I
tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me."
When did I see someone hungry for a friend or a kind word, and decided I was too busy?
When did I see someone thirsting for acceptance and I chose to shut the door?
When did I see someone vulnerable and I refused to protect or defend them?
When did I see someone sick or imprisoned by despair, anger, or guilt and I refused to visit them with
hope, love and forgiveness?
When did I put myself before someone else, and turned them into one of "the least of these"?
Where have I sacrificed someone's dignity, and humanity for the sake of my own comfort and
popularity?

W

The Light is On for You

You can see a priest for confession any Monday during Lent in any Catholic parish in the
Diocese of Scranton between 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
(February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25)
www.dioceseofscranton.org
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