Ss. CYRIL &
METHODIUS
PARISH
at the

Church of St. Joseph
Hazleton, PA
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If you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <R.fconci[iation
Saturday 3:00- 3:45 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

:Mass Scfiedu{e

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the buJJetin

P.ucfiaristic jldoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

(J)evotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the Infant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 18201
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of:Marriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

J{ospita{ and :Nursing Jfome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

Jl Community Wlio Sliares Tfie Word

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-943 l or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - 11 :OOAM at Holy Family Academy.

SHEEP WITHOUT A SHEPHERD
July 18, 2021'
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
There's an ordinary pine grove located
on a tree farm not too far from town
where life's stresses and demands
seem to melt away. It is here that all that
seemed so important out there no
longer is and one can get lost in the
rows of trees and majestic beauty. God
is here and all is good. We need to
connect with the Divine Source of all
that is in order to understand what it is
we are doing and why we are doing it.
Otherwise, things stop making sense
and bitterness can overcome one's
spirit. It's okay to play once in a while
and to discover that place of profound
life and peace. People always have
needs and there is constantly something
to do. And while all of that is necessary
and we are needed, there is also that
inner solitude within that needs to be
celebrated and released.
We all need a pine grove. It's that little
place we can go and leave all that
consumes us behind. It's a place where
technology can be set aside and
wonder,and awe given some time. We
don't have to text,calculate,or
orchestrate anything in the pine grove.
It is a somewhat deserted place where
all of that can be set aside and we can
just be. The anger,frustration,
exhaustion,discouragement,
helplessness,and occasional apathy,all
can fall to the ground like all of those
pine needles that once held their place
on the branch of a Frasier Fir. The
needles can let go. We can let go. We
are beings connected with Being and
we all need to remember what really
matters, who really matters and what
life is truly all about. We need to find that

place where we can rest and let go of all
of the barnacles we accumulate. Rest,
breathe,seek,and love.
The world will need us again when we
leave the pine grove. It will all be waiting
for us,beckoning for our attention. But
we will have prayed and will have
marveled at the silence and the beauty
of goodness. We can go back,ready,
and eager to listen, to help,to heal,to
cry,to embrace, and attend to all that is
asked of us. But,having let go of the
distractions in that deserted place we
will have a renewed sense of purpose.
We will know better Who it is we serve
and what we are meant to do. It will all
be clearer now that we have been
Divinely touched and refreshed.
©LPi

ST. JOSEPH'S PANTRY: A program of the
Hazleton office of Catholic Social Services, is in
need of volunteers to help pack and distribute
food to residents of our community and to help
with walk through as part of our client choice
pantry. Hours are Monday and Friday from 10
AM to 3 PM and Thursday 2 PM to 6 PM. The
food truck arrives on Tuesdays, and you could
help by putting food on the shelves that day.
Call Catholic Social Services at (570-578-0068)
ask for Lee Ann or Stephanie they can answer
your questions and let you know what is involved.
In the Year of St. Joseph it seems it would be most
appropriate to serve the poor this way.
MARIAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL: An
exceptional education rooted in faith, family and
tradition. Evening information session and tour of
the school on Monday, July 26th from 6:008:00 PM._ Call or email Mary Milosh, Director of
Enrollment Management, for more information or
to RSVP mmilosh@mariancatholic.org or call
(570-467-3335 ext. 116).

DIOCESE OF SCRANTON
800 WYOMING AVENUE
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 18503-1279

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

July 15, 2021

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
For more than a year, the COVID-19 pandemic has posed unique challenges in our lives. It has
brought hardship and struggle to some - separation, anxiety and isolation to others. We pray for those
who have been directly affected by the virus, those that are still impacted by its effects and those who have
lost loved ones.
Since March 2020, there has been a dispensation in the Diocese of Scranton from the obligation to
participate at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. In light of the continued decline in cases and
hospitalizations locally, that dispensation will end on Sunday, August 15, 2021, the Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary_ This change will occur in each diocese in Pennsylvania on the
same date.
The Sunday celebration of Mass is the center of the Church's life. The importance- and necessity
- to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days is rooted in our Baptism as Christians. Baptism compels us,
as Christians, to unite ourselves with Christ at the altar in his saving Sacrifice of the Cross. Put simply,
attending Mass is an encounter with Our Risen Lord.
This is a moment to thank God anew for the great gift of the Mass and the Real Presence of Jesus
to us in His Holy Body and Blood as well as the joy of gathering together as people of faith.
As Pope Francis reminded us in his 2013 Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium, "The joy of the
gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus." Long before we knew a pandemic was on the
horizon, the Holy Father reminded us the Sunday encounter gives us the strength to experience the present
with confidence and courage and to go forth with hope.
I invite and encourage all of the faithful in our community - including those who may have left the
Church long before the pandemic - to return to the Table of the Lord- and be nourished by the Bread of
Life! Our participation at Mass in-person is a gitf for our own spiritual well-being, happiness and eternal
salvation. It is also our responsibility to our brothers and sisters with whom we journey in faith.
It is important to note that people who are seriously ill or have a serious health risk, as well as those
who have significant fear or anxiety of being part of a large group will continue to be legitimately excused
from participating in Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. Those individuals are still encouraged to spend
time in prayer, meditating on the Death and Resurrection of the Lord, reading Sacred Scripture and uniting
themselves to Christ in his worship of the Father of us all.
Please continue to pray for all of our clergy and religious- who work tirelessly to make sure our
parish communities remain safe and vibrant!
Faithfully yours in Christ,
oseph C. B bera, D.D., J.C.L.
Bishop of Scranton

The Diocese of Scranton joyfully welcomes the faithful of the Diocese of Scranton to return to
Masses at all its parishes. Despite the challenges of the last year, we invite those who have
not yet returned to Mass to rejoin us in person to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, the
source and summit of the Christian life.
MASK GUIDANCE FOR MASSES
•

The Pennsylvania Department of Health ended its mask mandate as of Monday, June 28,
2021. People who are not vaccinated from COVID-19, or are not fully vaccinated, are still
strongly encouraged to wear masks indoors and outdoors when around others but are no
longer required to do so. This means that in the parishes and institutions of the Diocese of
Scranton, there is no requirement for face coverings or masks.

•

Any individual is welcome to continue wearing masks at Mass if desired for personal
protection and/ or comfort. People are asked to be respectful of a person's choice to wear
aface covering or mask in churches throughout the Diocese of Scranton.

•

Given the wide range of vaccination rates among the 11 counties that make up the Diocese
of Scranton, a pastor can still elect to wear a face mask during the Distribution of Holy
Communion.

•

Parishioners who have a pre-existing medical condition or are taking medications that
weaken the immune system, should talk to their healthcare provider to discuss their
· activities. They may need/ want to continue wearing masks and taking precautions while
attending Mass.
OTHER IMPORTANT MASS PROTOCOLS AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

•

Pews no longer need to be marked for physical distancing. Parishes should remind the
faithful to continue maximizing the use of space as much as possible.

•

Hand sanitizer is to be made available throughout the church as much as possible.

•

It is encouraged 'that the Sign of Peace be celebrated without physical contact.
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•

With parental written permission, altar servers may assist at Mass once again. Pastors
should exercise great care if using altar servers and may not necessarily have them
perform all of Tresponsibilities. For example, at their discretion, a pastor may continue to
use astand to hold the Roman Missal to pray the orations if there might be a chance for an
"unmasked" interaction.

•

Liturgical singing can take place without any restrictions. Cantors, quartets, and choirs
maybe used without any restrictions.
At the discretion of the pastor, Holy Water fonts may be refilled and utilized. At this
time, holy Water WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE AT THE ENTRANCF.S OF THE
CHURCH. Those wishing blessed water for personal use can bring a container to
church and we will bless it for you.
Hymnals and missalettes have been returned to the pews.

•

•
•

At the discretion of the pastor, offertory collections will continue by using the stationary,
secured lock boxes at the entrances of the Church.

•

At the discretion of the pastor, the Offertory Procession will resume later.

•

Attention should continue to be paid to the length of any liturgy, considering options,
especially those provided by the Roman Missal, to shorten the duration that the faithful will
be gathered in church.

•

While ongoing progress is being made to address the spread of COVID-19 with
vaccinations, the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and Masses on Holy Days remains
suspended at this time. Every parish is encouraged to continue welcoming the faithful back
to Church in earnest

ST. JOSEPH'S PAN'fllY: A program of the
Hazleton office of Catholic Social Services, is in
need of volunteers to help pack and distribute
food to residents of our community and to help
with walk through as part of our client choice
pantry. Hours are Monday and Friday from 10

AM to 3 PM and Thursday 2 PM to 6 PM. The
food truck arrives on Tuesdays, and you could
help by putting food on the shelves that day.
Call Catholic Social Services at (570-578-0068)
ask for Lee Ann or Stephanie they can answer

your questions and let you know what is involved.
In the Year of St. Joseph it seems it would be most
appropriate to serve the poor· this way.
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A WORD OF GRATITUDE: At the close of each fiscal year, that is June 30th, each Parish in the Diocese

has the obligation to meet their assessments to the Diocese and the Diocesan Catholic Schools. Along
with all the other expenses that we incur throughout the year, this task is not always easy. I am happy
to report to you that as of June 30th of this year, our Parish is current with both it's assessments to the
Diocese, the Diocesan Schools, and our other expenses. As you know from your own household
experience, especially in these COVID-19 days, this is not an easy task. I wish to express my sincere
gratitude to the members of our Parish CCW and all those who work along with them at our pirohy sales
and bake and food sales for raising the needed dollars each year to help us meet these responsibilities.
Along with the generosity of time provided by the CCW and others (TOTAL OF $58,119.85), and
proceeds from our Big Bucks Raffle (TOTAL OF 10,000) helped to meet the need to supplement our
regular income to keep our Parish in a sound financial state this fiscal year. May I take this opportunity,
not only to express my gratitude to those who have worked so diligently in the past, but also to
encourage others to lend a helping hand. Also, it is almost time to repurchase/purchase the new Big
Bucks Ticket. If you have purchased tickets in the past, please consider continuing your support. If you
have not purchased in the past, won't you please consider doing so this year. With the help of all, we
can financially operate our Parish without using our reserved fund for general operating expenses.
Again, THANK YOU to the CCW and to each of you for your generosity and support.

RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION

>ifWS • 'lEWS • lifWS • NEWS• rims• 11EWS • NEWS• llEWS • l1EW� • !lEWS

YOUR HELP IS GREATLY NEEDED: As we now approach the month of August, our thoughts will quickly

be directed to returning to school and the beginning of our Parish Religious Program. Again, this year,
I come to you to ask for your help!! Our Program is in dire need of your help as a teacher or as an aid.
Our classes meet once a week in Holy Family Academy after the 8:00 A.M. Mass and continues f or an
hour. I am most sure, that in a Parish of our size, there should be individuals who can assist with our
Religious Education Program. Please give this some serious consideration in assisting our Parish in this
way. Please call the Parish Office if you would be so inclined to do so.
Registration for Religious Education will take place soon. Please watch the Parish Bulletin for
registration forms and other information. Parents are reminded that ALL STUDENTS who are enrolled in
the Public School System are expected to attend this program. Attendance is required for reception of
First Holy Communion and the Sacrament of Confirmation.
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THE SOLEMN NOVENA TO SAINT ANN: With
the coming of each July, we mark the annual
celebration of the Feast of Saint Ann. Our
Solemn Novena to Saint Ann will begin on
Saturday, July 17"' and conclude on her Feast
Day July 26th • The Novena will be prayed after
the 8:00 AM Mass, and after each weekend
Mass. It will also be posted on our Parish
website (www.sscmparish.com). This service
will include Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, Novena Prayers and a general
blessing with the Relic of Saint Ann.
For those who attend the Novena each day,
you are asked to take one of the prayer
booklets and music sheets and bring it to
Church with you each day for the Novena. For
those who attend on weekends only, you are
asked to please remove the booklet from the
Church when you leave. We ask that nothing
be left behind in the Church. The booklets are
for personal use only.
PLEASE NOTE: The Novena to St. Peregrine,
Infant of Prague, Miraculous Medal, St. Joseph
and St. Jude will not be said on Monday and
Tuesday of that week. We ask that you privately
say them on your own.

HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY* SCHOOL NEWS
Registration - for the 2021/2022 school
year are being accepted. For more
information call the school office at (570-4559431 ).

ATTENTION: If any parishioner is infirm
and homebound or in a nursing home and
would like to receive Holy Communion on
First Fridays. Please call the rectory
office Monday to Friday, (570-454-0881),
between the hours of 9:00 AM and 3:30
PM.
Due to HIPPA Laws, families are
requested to inform the parish office
when someone is admitted to a Hospital,
Nursing Home or Senior Living Facility.

NO CELL PHONES IN CHURCH PLEASE:
If needed for emergency situations only, please be
sure the phone is silenced and that any conversations
that MUST take place be held outside the Church or
after Mass and other services are
concluded. The ringing of cell phones is a
distraction to those who come to worship God and
extremely disrespectful to God. Remember that the
Church is a House of Prayer and not a place for
socializing. We need to respect it as such. We can
separate ourselves from our phone for a period of 45
minutes a week to thank God for His many blessings.
TEXTING IS NEVER PERMITTED BEFORE,
DURING OR AFTER MASS. Thank you for
your understanding.
Father pic.ccla,
Pastor
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
SS CYRIL & METHODIUS PARISH
SUNDAY
LOOSE
DUES
BUILD/MAINT
UTILITIES
MISSION
CANDLES
CARE&ED
MlS
TOTAL

$5,329.30
94.00
862.00
312.00
478.00
152.00
23.00
$7,250.30
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BIG BUCKS RAFFLE WINNERS FOR 2021:
7/9 (229) $100-Ray & Lorraine Montoni,
7/10 (783) $50-Lorraine & Larry Piehota,
7/11 (464) Not Sold, 7/12 (088) Not Sold,
7/13 (869) $50-Jane Sacco, 7/14 (177)
$SO-Penelope Grula, 7/15 (795) Not Sold

,.

9\G BUCKS RAFFf.1:9
FUND RAISER - $60.00/fICKET
The BIG BUCKS RAFFLE will begin September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022. The
cost of the ticket is $60. 00 at time of purchase which comes out to $5.00 per month. That
is a terrific deal because you have 365 .chances to win.
PRIZES
$50.00 will be paid every day except as listed below
$100 . 00 will be paid on Friday
$200 .00 will be paid on the last Friday ofthe month
$500.00 will be paid on
Christmas, Saturday, December 25, 2021
Feast of SS. Cyril & Methodius, Monday, February 14, 2022
Feast of St. Joseph, Saturday, March 19, 2022
Easter Sunday, April 17, 2022
Winners will be determined by the drawing of the 7 PM drawing of pick 3.
WHEN THERE IS A DOUBLE DRAW
ONLY THE FIRST NUMBER WILL BE PAID
The fund raiser is replacing the Parish Festival. Last year we sold 682 tickets. Our goal
this year is to sell all 1000 tickets. We need cooperation from every parishioner to
achieve this goal. .
More information and forms will be mailed later this month. Once again we are asking
everyone to purchase a ticket.

SUPPORT THE BIG BUCKS RAFFLE
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l?rank- J. Boni
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

1749 E. Broad St., Hazleton, PA

542 N. Wyoming St., Hazelton, PA 18201

~ 454-2474 ~
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Supervisor - JOHN S. PALETSKI
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Fw1eral Di.rector~ Jeffrey J. Stock• Fu.neral Director- John S. PaJetski HI

Dr. Johll P.. Degenban

ALL CARE

Hazle Park Quality Meats
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Speclali:i11g in fresh ad meats
and Hazle Brand Products
Family owned and operated
meal processing since 1915!

www.haydenpower.com

260 Washington Ave., Hazle Township
PHONE II MAIN OFFICE:
(570) 455-75n

235 East Maple Street, Hazleton, PA 18201
1016 E. 7th Street, Bloomsburg PA 17815

Come and experience ourfactory
dirrct value andfreshness!

570-455-6109

!! All Care Home Care
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Your Comprehensive
Home Health Care
Provider

We offer: Skilled Nursing. PhysicaU
Speech/Oecupational Therapy

• Social Worker• Home Health Aides
472 South Poplar St .. Hazleton. PA
Phone: (570) 459-3002
1-800-353-3002 • F: (570) 459-3009
Joint O:m1m/$$Jon Accreditation

ADVERTISE YOUR

Prawdzik, M.D.
A. Smith, M.D.
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Contact Renee Puchals i to place an ad today!
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

Berwick
(570) 759-5491

Freeland

(570)636-0550

SPREAD

Hazleton
(570) 459-1485

licensed & Insured

A Thriving, Vibra,Jil,tt

Communi�f�ffl

i

�570-454-4558,,�
iii!fiFax: 570-454-2739 �01L & G...s BortuS . HOT WATf.R HEATcRS
NEW ANO 0L.O£R HOMES
DRAIN ANO SEWER CL.EANINC
KITCHENS AND BATHS

- and All Your Plumbing Needs

Support Our

MCDRE

& Associates, PC

Accountants• Advisors

Advertisers!

751 North Church Street
Hazleton, PA 18201
P: 570-455-9408
F:570-455-3413
E rrnoore@drrnoorecpa.com

Robert M. Moore, CPA

�,�

570-788-4178
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HM-■M@IRMW
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Per�Canv
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23 Fatth Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

570-455-7757

www.laurels-seniorlivin .corn

PERSONAL CARE
fNDEPENDEi\'T LIVING
SECURE MEMORY CAru,;

FRITZINGERTOWN

159 So;;r�·o;:;;T�;RN;lKE Ro.
DRUMS. PA 18222

Too Sick for Mass?
340 WEST BROAD STREET, HAZLETON, PA
1-877-TRY-FNCB I fncb.com I Member FDIC

L.G.C. Truck Parts & Service, LL(
Heavy Duty Professionals
Gary Viechec
570.436.2330 • 570.788.4203
Exit 256 off /-80

24 Old Berwick Rd
Drums PA 18202

LM Plumbing Heating
FUEL OIL

(570) 455.4631

Rear 245 North St., West Hazleton, PA
Complete Installation & Service of
OIL • GAS • EQUIPMENT
Central and Ductless Air Conditioning
Sewer & Water Systems
REPAIRED· REPLACED

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

S S. Cyril & Methodius, Hazleton, PA

04-0750

