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lf you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <J?.§conci[iation
Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

<M.ass Scfi.edufe

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the but letin

P.ucliaristic jldoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

<.Devotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the lnfant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 18201
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of1narriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospita[ and Nursing J{ome 'Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

Jl Community Wfi.o SFi.ares <[/i.e Word

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes suppo1i Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - l 1 :OOAM at Holy Family Academy.

YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for all who are
confined to their homes, nursing homes and
the elderly. May God bless and keep them in
His tender care. Also, please remember in
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavirus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping
them.
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MONDAY, MAY 3
(St. Philip and St. James)
8:00 AM Father Leonard Butcavage by
Parishioners and Friends of the
Former Holy Trinity Parish
RD

FIRST FRIDAY+ MAY
Thursday, May 6th - No Confessions
Friday, May 7th - Exposition and
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after
the 8:00 AM Liturgy.
Benediction at 11:00 AM.
During these trying and changing times in
the world maybe you can find a few minutes to
stop in church on First Friday to ask Our Lord
and Blessed Lady to bring peace to our
troubled world.

TUESDAY, MAY 4
8:00 AM Gerald Stock Sr., by Wife,
Gloria and Family
TH

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5
8:00 AM Martin Mylet by Wife, Carol
and Children
TH

SANCTUARY CANDLES FOR THE MONTH
·OF MAY:
1). For All Mothers and Grandmothers
2). In Thanksgiving to John and Anita Hreha
by Family
3). In Memory of Andrew Girosky by
Malitsky Children

THURSDAY, MAY 6
8:00 AM Ray Swankoski Sr., by Wife,
Irene
5:00 PM Confirmation
TH

FRIDAY, MAY 7 H
(First Friday)
8:00 AM Frank J. Bonin and Deceased
Members if the Yakacki Family
by Veronica Bonin
11 :00 AM Benediction
T

VIGRS ON THE SACRED HEART ALTAR
FOR THE MONTH OF MAY:
1). In Memory of Bob Scatton Sr., by Anita
and John Hreha
2). In Thanksgiving for Special Intentions by
the Ondrey Family
3). In Memory of Mike and Sissy Arlotto by
Alyce and Tommy
4). In Memory of Paul and Dorothy Yashur
by Family

SATURDAY, MAY 8
2:45 to 3:30 PM CONFESSIONS
4:00 PM Mother's Day Intentions
TH

SUNDAY, MAY 9
(SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER)
8:00 AM Mother's Day Intentions
10:30 AM Mother's Day Intentions
TH

INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue into your

home for a week. Call (570-454-3341).
HOSTS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY:
Special Intention by Kathryn Pavone
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VIGRS ON THE BLESSED MOTHER ALTAR
·FOR THE MONTH OF MAY:
1). In Memory of Ray Swankoski by Wife,
Irene
2). In Memory of Anna and John Reznick by
Family
3). In Memory of John Makara by Wife,
Dolores and Family
4). In Memory of Emma Rusinko by
Daughter, Cathy
5). In Memory of Emma Rusinko by
Daughter, Cathy

the vine upon which we grow, the branches
that flow from the source of God's life.
May 2, 2021
5th Sunday of Easter
"Spiraling out of control," is a phrase that
can easily describe the current display of
human existence. In addition to the violence,
unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are
common elements of our daily news, other
essential pieces are misplaced or missing.
Many lack an objective center around which
to order and structure their lives or a clear
set of definable goals or mores to act as
guideposts and life directives. It appears that
"feelings" have become a "new god" and
traditional structures and ideals set aside. It
is almost as if history only shows that we got
this whole thing wrong and many are
determined to finally set things right. The
real truth, however, is that while wrongs and
errors are certainly a part of our often
checkered past, it is hardly the case that all
was wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the
history of our lives, but to learn from
mistakes that were made, and preserve the
perennial wisdom at the root of our successes.
Learning is an essential part of being human.
The question becomes, however, from whom
do we learn? Some have such a hard time
placing God in that position, but that is
precisely where God needs to be. God is the
Master Teacher from whom all of humanity
learns and gets its cues. It is in and through
this relationship with the Gardener of Life
that we are fashioned and pruned into the
people we are intended to be and can be. It is
only in God that we are able to find our best
selves. Sadly, many think that religion too, as
well as history in general, has also gotten all
this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells us
differently. We are reminded, today
especially, that we are meant to remain in
Christ as Christ remains in us. We are also
reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate God, is

Giving up our will to God's can be a painful
endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires
and wants aside and allow God to step in and
direct and guide our growth. But this is the
only way to prevent deadly weeds from
overtaking us and bringing us to a place of
self-destruction. God's commandments are
the very guideposts and benchmarks we need,
yet many seek to remove them from all public
view because they appear to limit self
expression and suppress what is considered
by many to be "human freedom." They are
the only way we can find freedom, however.
And, until we learn this fundamental lesson,
we will continue to spiral out of control, never
really knowing who we are, what our
potential can be or how life really can be
lived. We will not know peace.
©LPi

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS His
Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and
the Office for Parish Lifewish to invite couples
celebrating their 25th or soth wedding
anniversary in 2021 to a diocesan Wedding
Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 6th, at the
Cathedral of St. Peter. The Mass will begin at
2:30 PM, and attendance will require advance
reservations. To register go on line at
www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish
life/community/marriage/enrichment/wedding
anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/. For questions
or concerns, or if there are issues registering
online, please reach out to Jen Housel,
Director for Community and Family
Development. (570-207-2213 ext. 1104).

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
SS CYRIL & METHODIUS PARISH

SUNDAY
LOOSE
DUES
BUILD /MAINT
UTILITIES
MISSION
CANDLES
CARE&ED
FLOWERS
CATHOLIC HOME MISSION
EASTER
ASCENSION
MIS
TOTAL

HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY* SCHOOL NEWS

$3,448.50
72.00
432.00
239.00
117.00

Registration - for the 2021/2022 school
year are being accepted. For more
information call the school office at (570-455-

9431).

SCHOOL LITURGY: May Crowning at the 8:00
. AM Liturgy - Sixth Grade

27.00
189.00
185.00
34.00
1!Ll!Q
$4,753.50
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BIG BUCKS RAFFLE WINNERS FOR 2021:
4/23 (606) $100-Daniel Rolincheck,
4/24 (535) $SO-Stephanie Grimes, 4/25
(339) $SO-Kathy Gatski, 4/26 (733) Not
Sold 4/27 (038) Not Sold, 4/28 (122) $50Julie' Regan, 4/29 (158) $SO-Emil
Kaschak

MARIAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL: an
exceptional education rooted in faith, family
and tradition. Enrolling for the 2021-22
school year. Financial aid and transfer
grants available. Please call Mary Milosh for
more information or to schedule a tour:
(570-467-3335 ext 116} or
mmilosh@mariancatholichs.org.

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR t:MILY ·LIVING
PLANT Tl-lREE ROW OF PEAS:

1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:.

1. Squash gossip
2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETI1JCE:
1. Lettuce be faithful
2. Lettuce be kind
3. Lettnce be patient

NO GARDEN IS COMPLETE

WITHOUT TURNIPS:
I . Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one another

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN

WE MUST HAVE THYME:
I. Thyme for each other
2.Thymeforfamily
3. Thyme for friends ��

DJ'?
�

4. Lettuce really love one another

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENGE AND CULTIVATe ,WITH LOVE.

THERE IS Ml/Cfi FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN.

· ITS STILL NOT TOO LATE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT: I'm sure it will come as no surprise
to you that our Parish depends heavily on the revenues we receive from our Christmas and Easter special
collections. This is most true in this time of the COVID-19 pandemic. With our income less than it is during
normal time, I need your generosity and help to enable our Parish to maintain current with our assessments to
the Diocese and our regular operating expenses. Your generosity at Christmas was outstanding. May I please
ask for your help and support at this time. I am most appreciative of your generous support.

5atReJL Pieeo�a
Pastor

NO CELL PHONES IN CHURCH PLEASE: A situation occurred at Mass on Sunday, Marsh 21st that
necessitates my bringing to your attention the use of CELL PHONES in Church during Mass and other services.
I would appreciate, and I would kindly ask for your cooperation, that cell phones NOT be brought into the
Church at all. If needed for emergency situations only, please be sure the phone is silenced and that any
conversations that MUST take place be had outside the Church OR after Mass and other services are
concluded. The ringing of cell phones is a distraction to those who come to worship God and extremely
disrespectful to God. Remember that the Church is a House of Prayer and not a place for socializing. We need
to respect it as such. We can separate ourselves from our phone for a period of 45 minutes a week to thank
God for his many blessings. TEXTING IS NEVER PERMITTED BEFORE, DURING OR AFTER MASS. Thank you for
your understanding.

5atReJL Pieeo�a

t

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PURCHASE A PARISH MISSIALETT FOR 2021: We have just received our standard
shipment of our parish Missalettes for use in our Church for the year 2021. As you are aware, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are not allowed to supply them for use in the Church as we have been prior to the
onset of the pandemic. However, if you would like to purchase a PERSONAL COPY, for your use only whether
at home or in Church, please complete the form below and return it with $10.00 to the Parish Office by mail,
the Church Collection Boxes at the entrances of the Church, or by way of the mail slot in the office door. You
may also call the office at 570-454-0881 to place your order. The missalette will be labeled with your name
and be placed in the Church for pick up. THE MISSALETTE IS PROVIDED FOR PRAYERS AND READINGS ONLY
SINCE CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IS PROHIBITED BY THE CDC, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND THE
LITURGICAL OFFICE OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON. The book CANNOT BE LEFT IN THE CHURCH. If
unlabeled books are found, they will be discarded. Labeled books will be placed on the lost and found shelf in
the rear of the Church.

ORDER YOUR PERSONAL MISSALETTE
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: ____________ State: ______ ZIP
CODE:

�, AM THE TRUE:
VINt.. ANDMV
rATMER IS THE
VINE GROWER.•
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WELCOME BISHOP BAMBERA: On Thursday, May 6th at 5::00 P.M. our Most Reverend Bishop
Joseph C. Bambera will be at our Parish Church to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation
to the Eighth-Grade students of Saints Cyril and Methodius, Queen of Heaven and Most
Precious Blood Parishes. We welcome our Bishop to our Parish and to the Hazleton Deanery.
We ask that you please keep our young people in your prayers and thoughts as they prepare
and are sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, because of the limitation
imposed by the current pandemic, ATTENDANCE IS LIMITED TO THE CANDIDATE FOR
CONFIRMATION, HIS/HER SPONSOR AND TWO PARENTS. Even though this is a significant
event in both their life and the life of our Parish Communities, only one hundred individuals
can attend the celebration. Considering this, the Confirmation Mass will be videotaped and
placed on our Parish Website at www.sscmparish.com. For those who could not attend the
Service. DVD's will be available for sale at the cost of $25.00. You are asked to contact the
Parish Office on or before May 10th to order a copy. Payment is expected at the time of
ordering your copy. We ask that you please remember them in your prayers.

FIRST PENANCE AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: We offer our congratulations and best wishes to our young
boys and girls on the reception of their First Penance this weekend. We pray for them as they now prepare to
receive their First Holy Communion on next Sunday, May 9th, at the 10:30 Mass. Please be aware that all
COVID-19 restrictions regarding limited attendance remain enforce. I remind you that the present capacity of
our Church remains at one hundred and registration is required.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING THE HAZLETON DEANERY FROM BISHOP BAMBERA:
Utilizing the Vision 2020, which takes into account the long-range needs and challenges of the Diocese
of Scranton and recommendations of the clergy of the Hazleton Deanery, and after consulting the
pastoral and finance councils of Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Weston, the decision has been made to
close Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish. Effective June 30, 2021, the parishioners previously belonging to
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Weston will now belong to Saint John Bosco Parish, Conyngham, and
the Church of Sacred Heart of Jesus will remain open as a secondary worship site of Saint John Bosco
Parish during a period of transition.
Faithfully yours in Christ,

tfo�dE��

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L.
Bishop of Scranton

