Ss. CYRIL &
METHODIUS
PARISH
at the

Church of St. Joseph
Hazleton, PA

If you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of (Rgconci{iation

Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

:Mass Scfieaufe

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

P,ucfiaristic _Jlaoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

(Devotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the Infant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 18201
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of :Marriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospita{ anti:Nursing 'Home Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you wouId like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

.JL Community Wlio S liares 'Tlie Wora

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or w,vw.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - 11 :OOAM at Holy Family Academy.

APRIL 25, 2021
(FOURTH SUNDAY OF £ASTER)

YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for all who are
confined to their homes, nursing homes and
the· elderly. May God bless and keep them in
His tender care. Also, please remember in
•
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavirus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping
them.
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MONDAY, APRIL 26TH
8:00 AM James W. Shovlin by Wife,
Regina and Children

TUESDAY, APRIL 2r"
8:00 AM Anna Corradini by Daughter,
Suzanne

HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY* SCHOOL NEWS
Registration - for the 2021/2022 school
year are being accepted. For more
information call the school office at (570-4559431).

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28TH
(St. Peter Chanel)
(St.· Louis Griignion de Montfort)
8:00 AM Edward Casper and Dolores and
Sammy Forke by Andrew Gombeda
THURSDAY, APRIL 29TH
(St. Catherine of Siena)
8:00 AM Deceased Members of the Socha
and Spevak Families by Shirley Timko

SCHOOL LITURGY: two students from Holy
Family Academy will attend the 8:00 am liturgy
on Friday, April 30th •
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FRIDAY, APRIL 30TH
(St. Pius V, Pope)
8:00 AM Edith DeAngelo by Cathy and
Joe Gasper
SATURDAY, MAY 1
(St. Joseph the Worker)
2:45 to 3:30 PM CONFESSIONS
4:00 PM William T. Rigotti by Family
ST
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SUNDAY, MAY 2
(FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER)
8:00 AM John and Anna Reznick by
Reznick Family
10:30 AM Frank Scatton by Joann and
Ron Rosato �UJ� Family
ND

INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue into your
home for a week. Call (570-454-3341 ).

� '{(;) SINCERE THANKS to all who worked at,
�
Thank � supported or helped in any way with the Ethnic
,.,· __., You_';<:. Food Sale which was held last week. May God
@ bless you for all you do for the parish.
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS His
Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C'.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and
the Office for Parish Lifewish to invite couples
celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding
anniversary in 2021 to a diocesan Wedding
Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 6th , at the
Cathedral of St. Peter. The Mass will begin at
2:30 PM, and attendance will require advance
reservations. To register go on line at
www.dioceseofscranton.org/parish
life/community/marriaqe/enrichment/wedding
anniversary-mass-june-6-2021/. For questions
or concerns, or if there are issues registering
online, please reach out to Jen Housel,
Director for Community and Family
Development. (570-207-2213 ext. 1104).

MARIAN CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL: an
exceptional education rooted in faith, family
and tradition. Enrolling for the 2021-22
school year. Financial aid and transfer
grants available. Please call Mary Milosh for
more information or to schedule a tour:
(570-467-3335 ext 116) or

mmilosh@mariancatholichs.org.

MY
SHEEP
KNOW
ME

April 25, 2021'
4th Sunday of Easter
Any builder worth his or her salt knows the
value and importance of a cornerstone. Properly
laying and securing this primary unit determines
how the rest of the project unfolds and its
success. Cornerstones are necessary elements
not only of buildings but of lives as well. Many
human beings conduct the business of their lives
paying little attention to a grounding reference
or starting point. Hence, what unfolds is a
tapestry of relativism, with few anchors or
guideposts and many impulsive choices. Some
consider love to be their cornerstone. While this
may sound attractive and useful, the pursuit of
love without a simultaneous pursuit of its source
can be shallow and self-focused. Just because a
person chooses to do no harm and love others
does not mean that they are living in truth and
properly anchored to the real cornerstone.
Jesus is the true and authentic cornerstone and
shepherd. It is only in following the Risen One
as the way, the truth, and the life that we can
move from being well grounded ethical people
to properly focused moral ones. Proper conduct,
a true sense of justice, wisdom, virtue, moral
principles, faith, hope, and love will be difficult
to find unless we listen to the right Voice. It is
when we learn to listen to the voice of God that
we begin our journey on the road to salvation. It
is only the Good Shepherd, the authentic and
solid cornerstone, who can guide us through
life's questions and challenges and bring us to
the safe and proper pasture.
A person's life only has meaning when the
cornerstone is properly selected and set.
Understanding themselves only as random acts
of creation, existing without intent or purpose,
will color their choices and influence their
decisions. The foundation of their lives will be
simply a matter of preference and choice,
leaving benchmarks of growth and higher ideals

optional to pursue. Whereas people who believe
that they are fashioned and loved into existence
by a God who purposely made them, have this
incredible unconditional relationship at their
source which has tremendous significance. Their
allegiance is not to themselves but to their
Creator. Life, then, is an adventure in search of
this Creator God and a journey of self-discovery
that seeks to unite their will to His. There is a
cost. We have to give up our life in order to gain
our life. As ironic as that sounds, it is true. It is
only when we finally figure this out that the true
cornerstone of our lives will be properly laid and
we can, with God's help, get about the business
of properly constructing a temple that endures.
©LPi
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
SS CYRIL & METHODIVS PARISH

SUNDAY
LOOSE
DUES
BUILD/MAINT
UTILITIES
MISSION
CANDLES
CARE&ED
FLOWERS
CATHOLIC HOME MISSION
EASTER
MIS
TOTAL

$4,038.50
121.50
1,370.00
167.00
486.00
500.00
132.00
300.00
80.00
841.00
186.00
$8,222.00
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BIG BUCKS RAFFLE WINNERS FOR 2021:
4/16 (337) Not Sold, 4/17 (779) $50-SSCM
Holy Name Society, 4/18 (640) $SO-Matt
Cusatis, 4/19 (388) Not Sold, 4/20 (792)
Not Sold, 4/21 (571) $SO-Charlotte
Fidishun, 4/22 (823) $SO-Agnes
Rohrbach
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A SPECIAL "THANK YOU" FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND SUPPORT: Some time ago, I sent you a letter to ask for your help in

keeping current with your weekly contributions to our Parish. I am extremely grateful for your response. May I please
ask that you PLEASE continue your generosity, on a weekly basis, to help our Parish in this time of need. May I also
encourage those who have yet to do so, to please consider either mailing your contribution to the Parish Office or placing
it in the mail slot in the Office door on a weekly basis. Your extra effort and generosity will greatly help us through this
time of crisis and uncertainty.
For those now attending Mass in Church, since a collection cannot be taken, you are asked to deposit your Offertory
Envelope into the Collection Boxes located at the entrances of the Church, or to continue to follow the procedure listed
above. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND GENEROSITY.

CONTINUE TO JOIN US FOR THE CELEBRATION OF SUNDAY MASS: Over the past several months, many of you, as well as

others, have joined us via YouTube for the celebration of Sunday and Holy Week Masses. Because of the limitations
placed on those who can physically attendance Mass at this time, you are invited to continue to join us in the celebration
of weekly Mass virtually. We continue to post the celebration of Sunday Mass each weekend on Saturday at 4:00 P.M.
Please ioin us for the celebration of Mass and encourage others to ioin in also. THANK YOU once again for your emails
and letters of support and appreciation that keep coming in daily. Please know how much they are appreciated by all.
After viewing. if you have not subscribed to our website, PLEASE "SUBSCRIBE" TODAY AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO DO

ASKING FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT FOR OUR WEEKLY IN CHURCH AND TAPED MASSES: Would you
consider donating flowers to adorn our Altar for the weekly taped and weekend Mass? We have been blessed with the
generosity of individuals of our parish community who donated flowers for Holy Week, Easter, The Feast of Saint Joseph,
Divine Mercy Sunday, and other special occasions. I am presently reaching out to our Parishioners and our You Tube
followers to ask for your help!! If you would be so kind as to donate flowers for this purpose, if so, I would ask that you
please contact the Rectory at 570.454.0881. You may donate or memorialize two matching individual pieces for next to
the Tabernacle, a corner piece for the side of the Altar of Sacrifice, a matching set of all three. A notation of the donation
or memorial will be post in our weekly online Bulletin and printed Parish Bulletin and on the credits listed at the end of
our You Tube Mass. Our Altars have always looked very reverent and beautiful for our weekend Masses. I am asking for
your help in enabling us to do the same during these difficult days. I thank you for your help and generosity.

WORLD DAYoj
PRAYER far

VOCATIONS

ClU'i

PLEASE PRAY TO CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD FOR AND
INCREASE IN VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND
RELIGIOUS LIFE.

SCHEDULE FOR OUR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM: Our Parish Religious Education program has
now resumed. They will meet in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy beginning at 9:00 and ending at
10:00. The schedule for the next few weeks will be as follows:
SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH _ GRADES 7 and 8
PLEASE NOTE: BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF TIME FOR INSTRUCTION IN PREPARATION FOR THE
RECEPTION OF FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION (GRADES 2 AND 8). STUDENTS FROM
HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND THE REGULAR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PROGRAM ON SUNDAY (ACCORDING TO THE SCHEDULE OF CLASSES).
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET REQISTERED FOR OUR PROGRAM, PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING
ARTICLE AND CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR A REGISTRATION FORM.
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FORMATION_
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM DURING COVID-19: One of the most vital elements of Parish life is
the Religious Education of its' young people. In the age of COVID-19, this task presents a great challenge.
Despite this, however, we will attempt to do our best to provide Religious Education to our young people.
With registration for our Parish Religious Education is still open, and classes are held beginning at 9:00 A.M.
and concluding at 10:00. Classes will be held in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy, with classes
attending on a rotating schedule for "in person" instruction. The monthly attendance schedule will be as
follows:
FIRST WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 1 AND 2
SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 3 AND 4
THIRD WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 5 AND 6
FOURTH WEEKEND OF THE MONTH -7 AND 8
At this time, instruction will be given, and work will be assigned to be completed, at home, on the off
weeks. All work will be checked by the teacher on the child's return to class. It is understood that, under
the current pandemic situation that we are facing, parents will take a more active role in the Religious
Education of their children. As was mentioned prior, this is an essential element in the Christian formation
of our youth.
Please be aware that, upon arrival for Religious Education Classes, students and teachers will be expected to
follow the necessary protection protocol set forth by the Diocese of Scranton for use particularly in the
Catholic School system of the Diocese. That is, temperatures will be taken, masks are a must, and proper
social distancing and sanitizing will be enforced.
If you have not yet registered your child for Religious Education, please do so as soon as possible.
-=-vouTube

WILL YOU HELP US BY SUBSCRIBING TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Many of you have been joining us to
celebrate Sunday Mass and other Services that are normally held in our Church by way of our Parish website
on You Tube. May I please ask that you "SUBSCRIBE" to our website channel. This will greatly help our Parish
by enabling us to store more past videos on the web, as well as providing you notification when a new video is
posted. Please take a minute to help by "SUBSCRIBING." Help would be most appreciated. Thank You!
YOUTUBE UPDATES: We began our YouTube experience on March 29th, 2020. In the last 28 days, 2.1 thousand viewed

our Masses and services (up 540 views). A total of 1,920 from the USA (970 from PA). 100 from the UK, 80 from Canada,
20 from South Africa, 10 from India, 112 from Europe. Our Parish site received 8 new subscribers. As a young person, I
personally remember years ago, when Saint Joseph Church was noted for its weekly presentation of its 10:30 A.M. Mass
on WAZL. In the age of technology, Saint Joseph Church still carries out its mission of proclaiming the Gospel by way of
the internet.

Thanks to all who make this possible on a weekly basis.

FIRST PENANCE AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The dates for the reception of First Penance and First Holy
Communion by the young people of our Parish has been established. FIRST PENANCE Will BE CELEBRATE ON
SATURDAY, MAY 1 5r AT 1:00 P.M. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION Will BE CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, MAY 9TH,
MOTHER'S DAY, AT THE 10:30 A.M. MASS. Practice times for both celebrations will be provided by the
children's instructors. Please be aware that all COVID-19 restrictions at the time will be in place for both
celebrations.

WITH REMEMBERANCE AND GRATITUDE: We offer our sincere thanks and gratitude to Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Rostar for their kind donation of a new Ambry set for our Parish community. These
containers hold that Sacred Oils that are blessed and concreated by the Bishop during Holy Week each year.
The are kept in the Baptismal area of the Church. The Ambry set was donated in memory of George Dzurishin.
Please remember to pray for George and for his family. Our gratitude and prayers once again.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PURCHASE A PARISH MISSIALETT FOR 2021: We have just received our standard
shipment of our parish Missalettes for use in our Church for the year 2021. As you are aware, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are not allowed to supply them for use in the Church as we have been prior to the
onset of the pandemic. However, if you would like to purchase a PERSONAL COPY, for your use only whether
at home or in Church, please complete the form below and return it with $10.00 to the Parish Office by mail,
the Church Collection Boxes at the entrances of the Church, or by way of the mail slot in the office door. You
may also call the office at 570-454-0881 to place your order. The missalette will be labeled with your name
and be placed in the Church for pick up. THE MISSALETTE IS PROVIDED FOR PRAYERS AND READINGS ONLY
SINCE CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IS PROHIBITED BY THE CDC, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND THE
LITURGICAL OFFICE OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON. The book CANNOT BE LEFT IN THE CHURCH. If
unlabeled books are found, they will be discarded. Labeled books will be placed on the lost and found shelf in
the rear of the Church.

ORDER YOUR PERSONAL MISSALETTE
N AME: __________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________
CITY: ____________ State: ______ ZIP CODE:
NUMBER OF COPIES: ______ ($10.00 per copy at time of order)
PHONE NUMBER: ________________
�· CUT AND RETURN TO PARISH OFFICE -�

"I WILL LAY
DOWN MYLIFE
FOR THE SHEEP."
-JN 10:15
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ITS STILL NOT TOO LATE FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT: I'm sure it will come as no
surprise to you that our Parish depends heavily on the revenues we receive from our Christmas and Easter
special collections. This is most true in this time of the COVID-19 pandemic. With our income less than it is
du-ring normal time, I need your generosity and help to enable our Parish to maintain current with our
assessments to the Diocese and our regular operating expenses. Your generosity at Christmas was
outstanding. May I please ask for your help and support at this time. I am most appreciative of your generous
support.

5"a1:Re1t. Pieeo�a
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NO CELL PHONES IN CHURCH PLEASE: A situation occurred at Mass on Sunday, Marsh 21st that
necessitates my bringing to your attention the use of CELL PHONES in Church during Mass and other services.
I would appreciate, and I would kindly ask for your cooperation, that cell phones NOT be brought into the
Church at all. If needed for emergency situations only, please be sure the phone is silenced and that any
conversations that MUST take place be had outside the Church OR after Mass and other services are
concluded. The ringing of cell phones is a distraction to those who come to worship God and extremely
disrespectful to God. Remember that the Church is a House of Prayer and not a place for socializing. We need
to respect it as such. We can separate ourselves from our phone for a period of 45 minutes a week to thank
God for his many blessings. TEXTING IS NEVER PERMITTED BEFORE, DURING OR AFTER MASS. Thank you for
your understanding.

5"atRe1t. Pieeo�a
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-�-_·CONFIRMATION
y
DATE RECEIVED REGARDING THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: We have recently received word for the
Office of the Bishop that on Thursday, May 6th at 5:00 P.M., our Most Reverend Bishop will administer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to the Eighth-Grade students of our Parish along with those from Queen of Heaven
and Most Precious Blood Parish. The Mass will take place in our Church. As has been the protocol since the
onset of Covid-19, all regulations that are to be followed at the time of this celebration must and will be
adhered to, including the numbers of those who will be able to attend the celebration. Under current
protocols, with social distancing of 6 feet, the Church can accommodate 100 individuals. As a result,
attendance may be limited to the Candidate for Confirmation, his/her Sponsor and two parents ONLY. PLEASE
NOTE: PRACTICE FOR CONFIRMATION WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, MAY 2 ND AT 2:00 P.M. IN OUR CHURCH.
ALL CANDIDATES AND THEIR SPONSORS ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND. Candidates for the reception of
Confirmation from Saints Cyril and Methodius Parish must attend the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
on Saturday, May l51 at 2:00 P.M.
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Frank J. Bonin
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

1749 E. Broad St., Hazleton, PA

542 N. Wyoming St., Hazelton, PA 18201

~ 454-2474 ~

... 454-3341. ..

(Jodis Love/

Supervisor-JOHNS. PALETSKI

God Bies.< the Ss. (i·ril & Methodiu, Family
Dr. John_P._ Degenhart

Funeral Director~ Jeffrey J. Stnck • Funeral Director~ John S. Palelski III
- f11111if11 Ol!'nctl 11111I O •crated Since 1890-

Hazle Park Quality Meats

Speciuli=ing in fresh cut meats
and Hazle Brnlld Products
family owned and operated
meat proassilrg sina 1915!
Come and apt.-rience ourJadory
direct value cmd fres./nu>ss!
260 Washington Ave., Hazle Township
PHONE t MAIN OFFICE:
(570) 455-7571

www.haydenpower.com

570-4 55-6109
235 East Maple Street, Hazleton, PA 18201
1016 E. 7th Street, Bloomsburg PA 17815

AU. CARE M All Care Home Care
� Your Comprehensive
X Home Health Care
Provider
R
We offer: Skilled Nursing • PhysicaV
Si-cntOccupational Therapy
• Social Wotker • Home Heatth Aides

472 South Poplar St., Hazleton, PA
Phone: (570) 459-3002
1--800.353--3002 • F: (5701459-3009

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINES HERE
Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today!

Joint commission Accrdration

L. Prawdzik, M.D.

A. Smith, M.D.

L. Romero, CRNP
�,,,ljt {i;k-,.,;,'# ll,� ?J;,m"m"i'J' I
Benvick
(570) 759-5491

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

Freeland

(570) 636-0550

SPREAD THE WORD:

A Thriving, Vibra,n"""'(t__,,
Communi�f
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Hazleton
(570) 459-1485

Licensed & Insured
� 570-454-4558,,0c�
�Fax: 570-454-2739 �01L & GAS llou.£Rs · Hor WATTA H£ATERS
NEW ANO OLDER HOMB
DRAIN ANO SEWER CLEANING
KITCHENS ANO BATHS

- and All Your Plumbing Needs

Support Our.

MCDRE

751 North Church Street
Hazleton. PA 18201

& Associates, PC

Accountants· Advisors

Advertisers.

P: 570-455-9408

F· 570-455-34 l 3
E · rmoore@dnnoorecpa.com

Robert M. Moore, CPA
rWte � �
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I�Lw�
Penona,l,Ca,--e,
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23 Faith Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

570- 455-7757

www.laurels-senio�ivin .com
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570-788-4178

P11RSONAL CARE
INDEPENDENT LIVING
SECURE MEMORY CARE

FRITTINGERTOWN
T

159 SOU H OLD TURNPIKE Ro.

DRUMS, PA 18222

Too Sick for Mass?
340 WEST BROAD STREET, HAZLETON, PA
1-877-TRY-FNCB I fncb.com I MemberFDIC

L.G.C. Truck Parts & Service, LL(
Heavy Duty Professionals

LM Plumbing Heating
FUEL OIL

Gary Viechec
570.436.2330 • 570.788.4203

Rear 245 North SI., West Hazleton, PA
Complete Installation & Service of

Exit 256 off 1-80

24 Old Berwick Rd ,.
Drums PA 18202

(570) 455.4631

OIL• GAS • EQUIPMENT

Central and Ductless Air Conditioning
Sewer & Waler Systems

REPAIRED • REPLACED

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

S S. Cyril & Methodius, Hazleton, PA
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