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If you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <.R§conci{iation
Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

:Mass Scneaufe

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

(£.ucnaristic jlaoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

<Devotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the Infant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet arn prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 1 820 I
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparisb.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of :Marriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospita{ ana :Nursing Jfome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. ff you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

JI Community Wfio Snares <Tne Word

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.netCCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - 11:00AM at Holy Family Academy.

APRIL 11, 2021
(SECOND SUNDA� OF EASTER)
(DIVIN£ MERdJ
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MONDAY, APRIL 12TH
8:00 AM Frank and Ella Matushefski
by Daughter, Florence
TUESDAY, APRIL 1

3TH

(St. Martin I, Pope)

8:00 AM Hugh Shamany by Wife,
Dorothy and Children
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14TH
8:00 AM Mary and Paul Fulton by
Gloria and Gary Wisemiller
THURSDAY, APRIL 15TH
8:00 AM Special Intention
FRIDAY, APRIL 16TH
8:00 AM Easter Intention Envelopes
(on the altar)
SATURDAY, APRIL 1r"
4:00 PM Leo Dobash Sr., and Leo
Dobash Jr., by Margaret and
Mark Dobash
SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH
(THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER)
8:00 AM Edmund and Verna Dzurishin
and George Dzurishin by Mary
and Joseph Rostar
10:30 AM Roy Corradini by Daughter,
Suzanne

INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue into your

home for a week. Call (570-454-3341).

ALTAR CANDLES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL
11™: In Memory of Victor Socha by Shirley
Timko

YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for all who are
confined to their homes, nursing homes and
the elderly. May God bless and keep them in
His tender care. Also, please remember in
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavirus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping
. them.
YOUR PRAYERS are requested for the soul of
Margaret Vajda. May her soul and all the sou ts
of the faithful departed through the Mercy of
God rest in peace. Remember the family of
Margaret during their time of loss.

OUR COMPLIMENTS
To you on your attendance at the Paschal
Trlduum
To all who cleaned, sanitized and decorated the
Inside of the church and rectory
To Spirit of Grace and John Simkovich for their
rendition of Sacred Music for the Paschal
Triduum
To all the men and women who helped In any
way with the Easter Bake Sale
CCO CLASSES will be on Sunday. April 18th,
for students in Grades 3 and 4. Classes are
held from 9:00 to 10:00 AM.
HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY* SCHOOL NEWS
Registration - for the 2021/2022 school
year are being accepted. For more
information call the school office at (570-4559431 ).
SCHOOL LITURGY: two students from Holy
Family will attend the 8:00 AM Liturgy on
t
Friday. April 16h •
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April 11, 2021
2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy
Sunday)
What a wonderful joy fills us today as we
ponder the inexhaustible mercy of God.
"Mercy is the heart of God," Pope Francis
tells us. The image of a heart has been used
to point to the very life source of a person as
it is the organ that allows life to flow
through our veins and sustain us. Mercy is
the heart of God. Imagine this dynamic,
powerful, compassionate, piercing,
embracing, loving, propelling, penetrating,
absorbing, and enveloping, transforming
presence of God flowing into the very depth
of our souls. It is God's mercy that allows
blood to flow through our veins. It is God's
mercy that forms every atom of our being
and leads us to what is true. God's mercy
reveals all superficiality and falsehood, and
lays bare all distortions, empty promises,
weakness, and sin.
"Mercy is the force that reawakens us to
new life and instills in us the courage to look
to the future with hope," Pope Francis
continues. God's all forgiving,
compassionate love is with us. When we
finally believe and accept that Christ's

resurrected transfigured presence resides
with us, we then find within us a strong
confidence to accept life's imperfections and
disappointments and move on. Every day is
a new adventure in new life. God leaves the
past behind and opens doors to the future. It
doesn't matter how many mistakes we made
yesterday. All that matters is what we do
tomorrow and what we learn along the way.
It is so easy to remain tethered and mired in
the past, but there is no need to do so. God is
all about tomorrow and the work God has
yet to do in our lives.
Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the
greatest of sinners and hope for the worst of
disasters. There is nothing God cannot do
and nothing God cannot fashion. After all,
everything we know and treasure was once
nothing, and look what God did with the
nothing God had! The resurrected Christ
stands before us with nail marks in his wrists
and wounds on his body as a testament that
not even injustice, suffering and death can
trample over and destroy God's mercy.
What have we to fear? Why do we keep
ourselves from peace? Our lack of faith
prevents us from going forward and fully
receiving the holiness God desires to breathe
upon us. Breathe in God's mercy, allow the
wind of God's presence to kiss all of your
sins and caress all of your fears. Exhale
peace.
©LPi

SATURDAY, April 24, 2021
9AM TO 1 PM
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH BASEMENT
570-454-9084
MENU

Haluski - $7.00 per quart - single serving $2.00
Halupki - $2.50 each

Chicken soup - $7 .00 per quart

Frozen Pirohy- 2 dozen per bag - $12.00

Sausage & Peppers - $8.00 per quart

Due to COVD 19 we are asking for pre-orders. We will have a limited supply of food on the
tables for walk ins but are suggesting to guarantee your food, please place an order. We are
doing our best to accommodate everyone. Orders can be placed by calling the rectory at 570454-0881 Monday through Friday from 9 AM to 3 PM. You may also call the church basement
at 570-454-9084 Monday, April 19th through Thursday, April 22nd from 6 PM- 9 PM the week of
the sale. Please give your phone number when ordering in case we need to contact you. Dead
line to order is Thursday, April 22nd •
COVID- 19 restrictions will be in place. Masks must be worn in the church basement and social
distance guidelines will be followed. Please follow the markings on the floor. We ask that you
park in the 6th Street parking lot or on the street and enter the church on the 6th side door. You
will then proceed down the steps to the basement to pick up your food and exit the church on
the 5th Street side door. The front church doors will not be opened. Entrance and exit will be in
the back of the church only so we can accommodate social distance guidelines
Work Schedule
Monday, April 19th after 8 am Mass to break haluski noodles
Monday, April 19th 5:30 PM steam cabbage and make halupki
Tuesday, April 20th 5:30 PM make halupki and prep for Chicken soup
Wednesday and Thursday evening make Chicken soup, haluski and sausage and peppers and
cook halupki
Friday, April 23 rd 5:30 PM to fill containers for orders
Saturday, April 24th 9 AM - 1 PM to help for the sale

SCHEDULE FOR OUR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM: Our Parish Religious Education program has
now resumed. They will meet in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy beginning at 9:00 and ending at
10:00. The schedule for the next few weeks will be as follows:

SUNDAY, APRIL 11TH - GRADES 1 and 2
SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH - GRADES 3 and 4
SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH - GRADES 7 and 8
PLEASE NOTE: BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF TIME FOR INSTRUCTION IN PREPARATION FOR THE
RECEPTION OF FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION (GRADES 2 AND 8). STUDENTS FROM
HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND THE REGULAR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PROGRAM ON SUNDAY (ACCORDING TO THE SCHEDULE OF CLASSES).

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET REQISTERED FOR OUR PROGRAM. PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING
ARTICLE AND CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR A REGISTRATION FORM.
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FORMATION..
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM DURING COVID-19: One of the most vital elements of Parish life is
the Religious Education of its' young people. In the age of COVID-19, this task presents a great challenge.
Despite this, however, we will attempt to do our best to provide Religious Education to our young people.
With registration for our Parish Religious Education is still open, and classes are held beginning at 9:00 A.M.
and concluding at 10:00. Classes will be held in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy, with classes
attending on a rotating schedule for "in person" instruction. The monthly attendance schedule will be as
follows:
FIRST WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 1 AND 2
SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 3 AND 4
THIRD WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 5 AND 6
FOURTH WEEKEND OF THE MONTH -7 AND 8
At this time, instruction will be given, and work will be assigned to be completed, at home, on the off
weeks. All work will be checked by the teacher on the child's return to class. It is understood that, under the
current pandemic situation that we are facing, parents will take a more active role in the Religious Education
of their children. As was mentioned prior, this is an essential element in the Christian formation of our
youth.
Please be aware that, upon arrival for Religious Education Classes, students and teachers will be expected to
follow the necessary protection protocol set forth by the Diocese of Scranton for use particularly in the Catholic
School system of the Diocese. That is, temperatures will be taken, masks are a must, and proper social
distancing and sanitizing will be enforced.
If you have not yet registered your child for Religious Education, please do so as soon as possible.
aavouTube

WILL YOU HELP US BY SUBSCRIBING TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Many of you have been joining us to
celebrate Sunday Mass and other Services that are normally held in our Church by way of our Parish website on
You Tube. May I please ask that you "SUBSCRIBE" to our website channel. This will greatly help our Parish by
enabling us to store more past videos on the web, as well as providing you notification when a new video is
posted. Please take a minute to help by "SUBSCRIBING." Help would be most appreciated. Thank You!
YOUTUBE UPDATES: We began our YouTube experience on March 29th, 2020. In the last 28 days, 2.1 thousand viewed
our Masses and services (up 540 views). A total of 1,920 from the USA (970 from PA). 100 from the UK, 80 from Canada,
20 from South Africa, 10 from India, 112 from Europe. Our Parish site received 8 new subscribers. As a young person, I
personally remember years ago, when Saint Joseph Church was noted for its weekly presentation of its 10:30 A.M. Mass
on WAZL. In the age of technology, Saint Joseph Church still carries out its mission of proclaiming the Gospel by way of the
internet. Thanks to all who make this possible on a weekly basis.
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FIRST PENANCE AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The dates for the reception of First Penance and First Holy
Communion by the young people of our Parish has been established. FIRST PENANCE WILL BE CELEBRATE ON
SATURDAY, MAY 1ST AT 1:00 P.M. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, MAY grH,
MOTHER'S DAY, AT THE 10:30 A.M. MASS. Practice times for both celebrations will be provided by the
children's instructors. Please be aware that all COVID-19 restrictions at the time will be in place for both
celebrations.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PURCHASE A PARISH MISSIALETT FOR 2021: We have just received our standard
shipment of our parish Missalettes for use in our Church for the year 2021. As you are aware, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are not allowed to supply them for use in the Church as we have been prior to the
onset of the pandemic. However, if you would like to purchase a PERSONAL COPY, for your use only whether
at home or in Church, please complete the form below and return it with $10.00 to the Parish Office by mail,
the Church Collection Boxes at the entrances of the Church, or by way of the mail slot in the office door. You
may also call the office at 570-454-0881 to place your order. The missalette will be labeled with your name and
be placed in the Church for pick up. THE MISSALETTE IS PROVIDED FOR PRAYERS AND READINGS ONLY SINCE
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IS PROHIBITED BY THE CDC, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND THE LITURGICAL
OFFICE OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON. The book CANNOT BE LEFT IN THE CHURCH. If unlabeled books are
found, they will be discarded. Labeled books will be placed on the lost and found shelf in the rear of the
Church.

ORDER YOUR PERSONAL MISSALETTE
NAME: _________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________
CITY: ____________ State: ______ ZIP CODE:
NUMBER OF COPIES: ______ ($10.00 per copy at time of order)
PHONE NUMBER: _______________

A SPECIAL "THANK YOU" FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND SUPPORT: Some time ago, I sent you a letter to ask for your help in

keeping current with your weekly contributions to our Parish. I am extremely grateful for your response. May I please ask
that you PLEASE continue your generosity, on a weekly basis, to help our Parish in this time of need. May I also encourage
those who have yet to do so, to please consider either mailing your contribution to the Parish Office or placing it in the
mail slot in the Office door on a weekly basis. Your extra effort and generosity will greatly help us through this time of
crisis and uncertainty.
For those now attending Mass in Church, since a collection cannot be taken, you are asked to deposit your Offertory
Envelope into the Collection Boxes located at the entrances of the Church, or to continue to follow the procedure listed
above. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND GENEROSITY.

CONTINUE TO JOIN US FOR THE CELEBR ATION OF SUNDAY MASS: Over the past several months, many of you, as well as
others, have joined us via YouTube for the celebration of Sunday and Holy Week Masses. Because of the limitations placed
on those who can physically attendance Mass at this time, you are invited to continue to join us in the celebration of
weekly Mass virtually. We continue to post the celebration of Sunday Mass each weekend on Saturday at 4:00 P.M. Please
ioin us for the celebration of Mass and encourage others to ioin in also. THANK YOU once again for your emails and
letters of support and appreciation that keep coming in daily. Please know how much they are appreciated by all. After
viewing, if you have not subscribed to our website, PLEASE "SUBSCRIBE" TODA Y AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO DO THE

ASKING FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT FOR OUR WEEK LY IN CHUR CH AND TAPED MASSES: Would you
consider donating flowers to adorn our Altar for the weekly taped and weekend Mass? We have been blessed with the
generosity of individuals of our parish community who donated flowers for Holy Week, Easter, The Feast of Saint Joseph,
Divine Mercy Sunday, and other special occasions. I am presently reaching out to our Parishioners and our You Tube
followers to ask for your help!! If you would be so kind as to donate flowers for this purpose, if so, I would ask that you
please contact the Rectory at 570.454.0881. You may donate or memorialize two matching individual pieces for next to
the Tabernacle, a corner piece for the side of the Altar of Sacrifice, a matching set of all three. A notation of the donation
or memorial will be post in our weekly online Bulletin and printed Parish Bulletin and on the credits listed at the end of
our You Tube Mass. Our Altars have always looked very reverent and beautiful for our weekend Masses. I am asking for
your help in enabling us to do the same during these difficult days. I thank you for your help and generosity.

. BLESSED ARE
THOSE WHO
HAVE NOT SEEN
AND HAVE
BELIEVED"
-JN20:29
i•

·,r:

i I. I, �
I. .. ;

T Q

ASKING FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT: I'm sure it will come as no surprise to you that
our Parish depends heavily on the revenues we receive from our Christmas and Easter special collections. This
is most true in this time of the COVID-19 pandemic. With our income less than it is during normal time, I need
your generosity and help to enable our Parish to maintain current with our assessments to the Diocese and our
regular operating expenses. Your generosity at Christmas was outstanding. May I please ask for your help and
support at this time. I am most appreciative of your generous support.

Father Piccola
Pastor

NO CELL PHONES IN CHURCH PLEASE: A situation occurred at Mass on Sunday, Marsh 21st that
necessitates my bringing to your attention the use of CELL PHONES in Church during Mass and other services.
would appreciate, and I would kindly ask for your cooperation, that cell phones NOT be brought into the
Church at all. If needed for emergency situations only, please be sure the phone is silenced and that any
conversations that MUST take place be had outside the Church OR after Mass and other services are
concluded. The ringing of cell phones is a distraction to those who come to worship God and extremely
disrespectful to God. Remember that the Church is a House of Prayer and not a place for socializing. We need
to respect it as such. We can separate ourselves from our phone for a period of 45 minutes a week to thank
God for his many blessings. TEXTING IS NEVER PERMIT TED BEFORE, DURING OR AFTER MASS. Thank you for
your understanding.

Father Piccola
Pastor

CONFIRMATION
DATE RECEIVED REGARDING THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: We have recently received word for the
Office of the Bishop that on Thursday. May 6th at 5:00 P.M .• our Most Reverend Bishop will administer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to the Eighth-Grade students of our Parish along with those from Queen of Heaven
and Most Precious Blood Parish. The Mass will take place in our Church. As has been the protocol since the
onset of Covid-19, all regulations that are to be followed at the time of this celebration must and will be
adhered to, including the numbers of those who will be able to attend the celebration. Under current
protocols, with social distancing of 6 feet, the Church can accommodate 100 individuals. As a result,
attendance may be limited to the Candidate for Confirmation, his/her Sponsor and two parents ONLY. If
regulations change, or if it is decided that the celebration change in any way, you will be informed as soon as
word is received from the Diocese.
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DEGENHART
CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CENTER

1749 E. Broad St., Hazleton, PA

~ 454-2474 ~
(}oa is Love!

Frank J. Bonin
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

542 N. Wyoming St., Hazelton, PA 18201

...454-3341. ..

Supervisor~ JOHNS. PALETSKI
Fw,eral Director~ Jeffrey J. Stock • Funeral Director~ John S. Paletski Ill
- Family Ow11ed ttlld O er,1tcd Si11cc IS90 -

Hazle Park Quality Meats
Specializing i1Ifresh cut meats
a,id llaz.le Braud Products

Family owned and operated
meat processing since 1915!
CJJme and experience ourfactory
direct value andfreslmess'

260 Washington Ave., Hazle Township
PHONE #MAIN OFFICE:
(570) 455-7571

www.haydenpower.com

570-455-6109
235 East Maple Street, Hazleton. PA 18201
1016 E. 7th Street. Bloomsburg PA 17815

AU. CARE M All Care Home Care
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Your Comprehensive
Home Health Care
Provider
R
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We offer: Skilled Nursing • PhysicaU
Speech/Occupational Therapy
• Social Worker• Horne Health Aides
472 South Poplar St., Hazleton, PA
Phone: (570) 459-3002
1-800-353-3002 • F: (570) 459-3009
Joint Commission Accreditation

ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS HERE

L. Prawdzik, M.D.
A. Smith, M.D.
L Romero, CRNP
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Contact Renee Puchalski to place an ad today!
rpuchalski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6453

Berwick

(570) 759-5491

Freeland

(570) 636-0550

SPREAD

Hazleton

(570) 459-1485

Licensed & Insured

A Thriving, Vibra,n,..._tt��
Communi�•'t-4.J.,;.s

f

B 570-454-45 58,,t),.�

iii!:liFax: 570-454-2739 �
O1t & GAS Bo1LERS • HOT WATER HEATERS
NEW AND OLDER HOMES
DRAIN ANO SEWER CLEANING
KITCt-fENS AND 8ATHS

· and All Your Plumbing Needs

Support Ou"'E
Advertisers!

MOORE

751 North Church Street
Hazleton. PA 18201

& Associates, PC

Accountants· Advisors

P: 570-455-9408

F: 570-455-34 l 3

E: rmoore@drmoorecpo.com

Robert M. Moore, CPA
&Jl,,��
i-1MIPi-P!IDMPli!iMPldiWI
I� Lw�
Penon,:t.l., Cave-

'R�U;e, I 5ho,,t.te,-m,Suppovr
Veur-w,J.1-'Berte[fr1'v0$JY=
23 Faith Drive, Hazleton, PA 18202

570-455-7757

www.laurels�seniortivin .com
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570-788-4178

PERSONAL CARE
INDEPENDENT LIVING
SECURE MEMORY CARE

FRITZINGERTOWN

159 Soi:;;:�•o�•� T;:;��IKE Ro.
DRUMS, PA 18222

Too Sick for Mass?
340 WEST BROAD STREET, HAZLETON, PA
1-877-TRY·FNCB I fncb.com I Member FDIC

l.G.C. Truck Paris & Service, LL( LM Plumbing Heating
FUEL OIL
Heavy Duty Professionals
(570)
455.4631
Gary Yiechec
Rear 245 North St., West Hazleton, PA
570.436.2330 • 570.788.4203
Complete Installation & Service of
OIL• GAS • EQUIPMENT
Exit 256 off /-80
24 Old Berwick Rd - Central and Duclless Air Conditioning
Sewer & Water Systems
Drums PA 18202
REPAIRED • REPLACED
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

S S. Cyril & Methodius, Hazleton, PA
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