Ss. CYRIL &
METHODIUS
PARISH
at the

Church of St. Joseph
Hazleton, PA
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lfyou are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <R.§concifiation
Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin
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Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, I 0:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

P,ucliaristic jlaoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

(J)evotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the h1fant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 18201
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of::Marriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

J{ospita{ anti:Nursing Jrome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.
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Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - 11:00AM at Holy Family Academy.

APRIL 4, 2021
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Intentions-� - Weg(,
MONDAY, APRIL 5
(Octive of Ea�ter)
8:00 AM Easter Envelope Intentions
(On the Altar)
TH

YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for all who are
'-t, confined to their homes, nursing homes and ·
_
/
· l1 the elderly. May God bless and keep them rn
His tender care. Also, please remember in
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavirus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping _
them.
SANCTUARY LAMPS FOR THE MONTH OF
APRIL: 1 ). In Memory of Frank Stumpo by Rob
Rusinko
2). In Memory of Frank Stumpo by Rob Rusinko

TUESDAY, APRIL 6
(Octive of Easter)
8:00 AM God's Blessings on all His
Special Children with Autism
TH

VIGILS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL ON THE
SACRED HEART ALTAR: 1). In Memory of
Robert Gasper by Mamie Gasper and Family
2). In Memory of Frank Stumpo by Cathy
Rusinko
3). In Memory of Leo Rusinko by Cathy Rusinko
4). In Thanksgiving for a Special Intention by
-,.
Ondrey Family

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7 H
(Octive of Easter}
8:00 AM Michael and Mary Yashur by
Tim, Rita and Jim Yashur
T

5). In Memory of Thomas c. Ondrey by Family

THURSDAY, APRIL 9
(Octive of Easter}
8:00 AM Robert Sacco by Wife,
Jane and Family
TH

VIGILS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL ON THE
BLESSED MOTHER ALTAR:
1). In Memory of Joe Bartkovich by Family
2). In Memory of Frank Stumpo by Cathy
Rusinko
3). In Memory of Leo Rusinko by Cathy Rusinko
4). Special Intention and Thanksgiving for John
and Anita Hreha by Ondrey Family
5). Special Intention by Janet Hallock

FRIDAY, APRIL 9™
(Octive of Easter)
8:00 AM Emmet Betterly by Mr. and
Mrs. Neil Oberto
SATURDAY, APRIL 10TH
8:00 AM John and Elizabeth and Joe
Bartkovich by Family
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SUNDAY, APRIL 11TH
1// no\
(Second Sunday of Easter/ Divine Mercy)
8:00 AM Living and Deceased of the Parish
Particularly of the Holy Name
10:30 AM Mother Mary Angelica and Nuns of
Our Lady of the Angels by Monica Pavlick
3:00 PM Divine Mercy

INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue into your
home for a week. Call (570-454�3341).
PARISH OFFICE: will be closed on EASTER
MONDAY.

�
� CCD CLASSES will be on Sunday, April 11th for
students in Grades 1 and 2. Classes are held
� from 9:00 to 10:00 AM.
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HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY* SCHOOL NEWS
Registration - for the 2021/2022 school
year are being accepted. For more
information call the school office at (570-4559431).
SCHOOL LITURGY: two students from Holy
Family will attend the 8:00 AM Liturgy on
Wednesday, April r11
EASTER RAFFLE: sponsored by the Parish
Holy Name Society.
The raffle will be chanced off on Monday, April
5th • The Holy N�me Officers wish to thank all
who supported and continue to support their
fund raisers.

April 4, 2021
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the
Lord
Who are you? This question was most
assuredly asked of Jesus on the day of
resurrection and it is a question asked of each
of us. Our identities can be described in so
many ways. We can start with our gifts and
our talents, expertise and unique personality
expressions. We can describe things we like
and things we prefer to set aside. As
descriptive and captivating as these can be,
none come close to our essence, our real and
true self. While accurate in their own right,
the self who lives and interacts with the world
is the self we want others to see, the one we
project. But there is much more to us just as
there is much more to Jesus.
Jesus could describe himself based on all of
the same criteria we use for ourselves. After
all, Jesus is totally human. With all that
people witnessed and all that Jesus knew
about bis physical human self, his divinity
also shined forth. There was so much more to
know about him. Whereas once Jesus was
transfigured on top of a mountain before bis

disciples' eyes, so today he is transfigured
before our eyes as he reveals his resurrected
self as the Christ. Alleluia, Christ is risen! His
glorified presence stands before us showing
us that we are all much more than we see
ourselves to be and show to others. We have a
depth, purpose, and essence that go way
beyond the superficial treasures of our
existence to the very core of who we are.
Within each one of us is a spark of Divine
Love where creature and Creator meet, and
we are known uniquely by the name God
whispers to us. It is not the earthly name that
was given to us but the one that flows from
Divine Power and claims us as one who is
special and chosen in God's eyes. This is the
self that will rise one day with the eternal
Christ of God and live eternally as God
provides. This is the self that when free from
all superficial constraints layered upon it in
this life can discover and know freedom in a
way never possible before. This is love lifting
us up and transforming us into who we really
are, not who we want or need ourselves to be.
Who are you? A special, unique child of God
who bas been fashioned in God's image,
sustained by the power of God's love and
kept eternally with the Blessed Trinity in
heaven. Get to know this deeper, truer self as
it is who you really are.
©LPi
COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
SS CYRIL & METHODIUS PARISH

BIG BUCKS RAFFLE WINNERS FOR 2021:
3/25 (895) $SO-George Sambora, 3/26
(614) $200-Ethel Poproch, 3/27 (249)
$SO-Mary Ann Martoni_ck, 3/28 (656)
Not Sold, 3/29 (942) $SO-Emil Kaschak'
3/30 (345) $SO-Citizens Publishing,
3/31 (330) $SO-Veronica Bonin

SUNDAY
LOOSE
DUES
BUILD/MAINT
UTILITIES
MISSION
CANDLES
CARE&ED
FLOWERS
HOLY THURSDAY
GOOD FRIDAY
HOLY SATURDAY
EASTER
MIS
TOTAL

$5,851.50
147.00
923.00
21.00
201.00
104.00
787.00
239.00
207.00
516.00
1,324.00
66.00
$10,386.50

fflianli ,µ,a! {9wt, w.eeAbJ, collectioll-6 continuJ?, ta
& twtlf unpoJdant, to. tiie opewum of, owt
p""'-6/i, e6peciafly at tlii6 time. fffuutli6 ta af1
wfw. au � and faitlifu£ in p""'-6/i
6upp0Jd!

4 April202t

Dear Parishioners and Parish Friends,
Who are you? This question was most assuredly asked of Jesus on the day of resurrection,
and it is a question asked of each of us. Our identities can be described in so many ways. We
can start with our gifts and our talents, expertise, and unique personality expressions. We can
describe things we like and things we prefer to set aside. As descriptive and captivating as
these can be, none come close to our essence, our real and true self. While accurate in their
own right, the self who lives and interacts with the world is the self we want others to see, the
one we project. But there is much more to us just as there is much more to Jesus.
Jesus could describe himself based on all the same criteria we use for ourselves. After all,
Jesus is totally human. With all that people witnessed and all that Jesus knew about his
physical human self, his divinity also shined forth. There was so much more to know about him.
Whereas once Jesus was transfigured on top of a mountain before his disciples' eyes, so today
he is transfigured before our eyes as he reveals his resurrected self as the Christ. Alleluia,
Christ is risen! His glorified presence stands before us showing us that we are all much more
than we see ourselves to be and show to others. We have a depth, purpose, and essence that 90
way beyond the superficial treasures of our existence to the very core of who we are.
Within each one of us is a spark of Divine love where creature and Creator meet, and we are
known uniquely by the name God whispers to us. It is not the earthly name that was given to us
but the one that flows from Divine Power and claims us as one who is special and chosen in
God's eyes. This is the self that will rise one day with the eternal Christ of God and live eternally
as God provides. This is the self that when free from all superficial constraints layered upon it
in this life can discover and know freedom in a way never possible before. This is love lifting us
up and transforming us into who we really are, not who we want or need ourselves to be. Who
are you? A special, unique child of God who has been fashioned in God's image, sustained by
the power of God's love, and kept eternally with the Blessed Trinity in heaven. Get to know this
deeper, truer self as it is who you really are.
A Happy and blessed Easter and Easter season to you and yours!
gincerely in the Risen Christ,

��� fl. P�, V ?,
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
APRIL 11, 2021
3:00 PM
PARISH OF 88. CYRIL & METHODIUS at the CHURCH OF ST. JOSEPH
6™ AND lAUREL SlREEr
HAZlilON, PA 18201

EXPOSmON OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLEJ
ROSARY
CONFESSION
BENEDICTION
lilURGY CELEBRANT: REV. MICHAEL J. PICCOLA, PASTOR, V.F.
BLESSING with FIRST CLASS RELIC of SISTER FAUSTINA
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A SPECIAL ''THANK YOU" FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND SUPPORT: Some time ago, I sent you a letter to ask for your help in

keeping current with your weekly contributions to our Parish. I am extremely grateful for your response. May I please
ask that you PLEASE continue your generosity, on a weekly basis, to help our Parish in this time of need. May I also
encourage those who have yet to do so, to please consider either mailing your contribution to the Parish Office or placing
it in the mail slot in the Office door on a weekly basis. Your extra effort and generosity will greatly help us through this
time of crisis and uncertainty.
For those now attending Mass in Church, since a collection cannot be taken, you are asked to deposit your Offertory
Envelope into the Collection Boxes located at the entrances of the Church, or to continue to follow the procedure listed
above. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND GENEROSITY.

I ?t �
�
CONTINUE TO JOIN US FOR THE CELEBRATION OF SUNDAY MASS: Over the past several months, many of you, as well as
others, have joined us via YouTube for the celebration of Sunday and Holy Week Masses. Because of the limitations
placed on those who can physically attendance Mass at this time, you are invited to continue to join us in the celebration
of weekly Mass virtually. We continue to post the celebration of Sunday Mass each weekend on Saturday at 4:00 P.M.
Please join us for the celebration of Mass and encourage others to ioin In also. THANK YOU once again for your emails
and letters of support and appreciation that keep coming in daily. Please know how much they are appreciated by all.
After viewing, if you have not subscribed to our website, PLEASE "SUBSCRIBE" TODAY AND ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO DO
THE SAME!! Thanks so much!

..

ASKING FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT FOR OUR WEEKLY IN CHURCH AND TAPED MASSES: Would you
consider donating flowers to adorn our Altar for the weekly taped and weekend Mass? We have been blessed with the
generosity of individuals of our parish community who donated flowers for Holy Week, Easter, The Feast of Saint Joseph,
Divine Mercy Sunday, and other special occasions. I am presently reaching out to our Parishioners and our You Tube
followers to ask for your help!! If you would be so kind as to donate flowers for this purpose, if so, I would ask that you
please contact the Rectory at 570.454.0881. You may donate or memorialize two matching individual pieces for next to
the Tabernacle, a corner piece for the side of the Altar of Sacrifice, a matching set of all three. A notation of the donation
or memorial will be post in our weekly online Bulletin and printed Parish Bulletin and on the credits listed at the end of
our You Tube Mass. Our Altars have always looked very reverent and beautiful for our weekend Masses. I am asking for
your help in enabling us to do the same during these difficult days. I thank you for your help and generosity.

SCHEDULE FOR OUR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM: Our Parish Religious Education program has
now resumed. They will meet in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy beginning at 9:00 and ending at
10:00. The schedule for the next few weeks will be as follows:
SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH -GRADES 7 AND 8
SUNDAY, APRIL 11rH _ GRADES 1 and 2
SUNDAY, APRIL 18TH - GRADES 3 and 4
SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH - GRADES 7 and 8
PLEASE NOTE: BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF TIME FOR INSTRUCTION IN PREPARATION FOR THE
RECEPTION OF FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION (GRADES 2 AND 8). STUDENTS FROM
HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND THE REGULAR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PROGRAM ON SUNDAY (ACCORDING TO THE SCHEDULE OF CLASSES).
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET REQISTERED FOR OUR PROGRAM. PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING
ARTICLE AND CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR A REGISTRATION FORM.
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FORMATION ..
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM DURING COVID-19: One of the most vital elements of Parish life is
the Religious Education of its' young people. In the age of COVID-19, this task presents a great challenge.
Despite this, however, we will attempt to do our best to provide Religious Education to our young people.
With registration for our Parish Religious Education is still open, and classes are held beginning at 9:00 A.M.
and concluding at 10:00. Classes will be held in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy, with classes
attending on a rotating schedule for "in person" instruction. The monthly attendance schedule will be as
follows:

FIRST WEEKEND OF THE MONTH -1 AND 2
SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH -3 AND 4
THIRD WEEKEND OF THE MONTH -5 AND 6
FOURTH WEEKEND OF THE MONTH -7 AND 8
At this time, instruction will be given, and work will be assigned to be completed, at home, on the off
weeks. All work will be checked by the teacher on the child's return to class. It is understood that, under
the current pandemic situation that we are facing, parents will take a more active role in the Religious
Education of their children. As was mentioned prior, this is an essential element in the Christian formation
of our youth.
Please be aware that, upon arrival for Religious Education Classes, students and teachers will be expected to
follow the necessary protection protocol set forth by the Diocese of Scranton for use particularly in the
Catholic School system of the Diocese. That is, temperatures will be taken, masks are a must, and proper
social distancing and sanitizing will be enforced.
If you have not yet registered your child for Religious Education, please do so as soon as possible.
aavouTube

WILL YOU HELP US BY SUBSCRIBING TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Many of you have been joining us to
celebrate Sunday Mass and other Services that are normally held in our Church by way of our Parish website
on You Tube. May I please ask that you "SUBSCRIBE" to our website channel. This will greatly help our Parish
by enabling us to store more past videos on the web, as well as providing you notification when a new video is
posted. Please take a minute to help by "SUBSCRIBING." Help would be most appreciated. Thank You!
YOUTUBE UPDATES: We began our YouTube experience on March 29th, 2020. In the last 28 days, 2.1 thousand viewed
our Masses and services (up 540 views). A total of 1,920 from the USA (970 from PA). 100 from the UK, 80 from Canada,
20 from South Africa, 10 from India, 112 from Europe. Our Parish site received 8 new subscribers. As a young person, I
personally remember years ago, when Saint Joseph Church was noted for its weekly presentation of its 10:30 A.M. Mass
on WAZL. In the age of technology, Saint Joseph Church still carries out its mission of proclaiming the Gospel by way of
the internet.

Thanks to all who make this possible on a weekly basis.

DATE RECEIVED REGARDING THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: We have recently received word for the
Office of the Bishop that on Thursday. May 6th at 5:00 P.M., our Most Reverend Bishop will administer the
Sacrament of Confirmation to the Eighth-Grade students of our Parish along with those from Queen of Heaven
and Most Precious Blood Parish. The Mass will take place in our Church. As has been the protocol since the
onset of Covid-19, all regulations that are to be followed at the time of this celebration must and will be
adhered to, including the numbers of those who will be able to attend the celebration. Under current
protocols, with social distancing of 6 feet, the Church can accommodate 100 individuals. As a result,
attendance may be limited to the Candidate for Confirmation, his/her Sponsor and two parents ONLY. If
regulations change, or if it is decided that the celebration change in any way, you will be informed as soon as
word is received from the Diocese.

FIRST PENANCE AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The dates for the reception of First Penance and First Holy
Communion by the young people of our Parish has been established. FIRST PENANCE WILL BE CELEBRATE ON
SATURDAY, MAY 151 AT 1:00 P.M. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY, MAY 9TH,
MOTHER'S DAY, AT THE 10:30 A.M. MASS. Practice times for both celebrations will be provided by the
children's instructors. Please be aware that all COVID-19 restrictions at the time will be in place for both
celebrations.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PURCHASE A PARISH MISSIALETT FOR 2021: We have just received our standard
shipment of our parish Missalettes for use in our Church for the year 2021. As you are aware, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are not allowed to supply them for use in the Church as we have been prior to the
onset of the pandemic. However, if you would like to purchase a PERSONAL COPY, for your use only whether
at home or in Church, please complete the form below and return it with $10.00 to the Parish Office by mail,
the Church Collection Boxes at the entrances of the Church, or by way of the mail slot in the office door. You
may also call the office at 570-454-0881 to place your order. The missalette will be labeled with your name
and be placed in the Church for pick up. THE MISSALETTE IS PROVIDED FOR PRAYERS AND READINGS ONLY
SINCE CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IS PROHIBITED BY THE CDC, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND THE
LITURGICAL OFFICE OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON. The book CANNOT BE LEFT IN THE CHURCH. If
unlabeled books are found, they will be discarded. Labeled books will be placed on the lost and found shelf in
the rear of the Church.

ORDER YOUR PERSONAL MISSALETTE
NAME: __________________________
ADD RESS: ________________________
CITY: ___________ _ State: ______ ZIP CODE:
NUMBER OF COPIES: ______ ($10.00 per copy at time of order)
PHONE NUMBER: ________________
�- CUT AND RETURN TO PARISH OFFICE -�

