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If you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <R.§conciliation
Saturday 3 :00 - 3 :45 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the bulletin

:Mass Sclieclufe

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

<Eucliaristic jldoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the buUetin

(J)evotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the Infant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 1820 l
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of:Marriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospitaf and :Nursing Jfome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

;4. Community Wfio Sliares CJ'he Word

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - 11:00AM at Holy Family Academy.

February 14, 2021
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Church, as a voice of the Gospel,
proclaims the sacredness of all human life.
Everyone created by God is fashioned in
God's image and bas Divine DNA at the
center of their soul. God never leaves what
God creates but always remains intimately
bound to what he bas given form. Everyone
bas a place and because they have received
the gift of Divine Blessing, nobody deserves to
feel inferior, unworthy, unwanted, unclean or
marginalized. Even the most broken of souls
has a place. We, the Body of Christ, have the
privilege and responsibility to give voice to
the voiceless. The cries of the little one in his
or her mother's womb are just as sacred as
the cries of one who is homeless and hungry.
The migrant deserves our attention as much
as the forgotten elderly and even the prisoner,
with a heart hardened by anger and
resentment, deserves respect and dignity.
The Gospel of Life is often hard to swallow,
and we would rather keep those we consider
unclean, different or unfixable in a place by
themselves. It is hard to see them with us, but
they deserve to be. There is far too much
violence in this world and the result of that
violence is the assault on human life. Many
are forced to leave the place they call home in
search of safer ground, finding few if any

along the way who will help them. How
different today's Gospel story would be if
Jesus gave in to what was politically correct
at that time. The leper would have been
turned away and a soul, already beaten down
by disease and fear, would have experienced
an even deeper wound. Jesus wouldn't have
captured much attention from anyone, nor
would he have mirrored the Father's
compassion and love.
Where do we stand with all of this? Do we at
least understand that God's vision is often in
conflict with the vision put forth in our world
and even the one we advance ourselves?
There is no doubt that it is incredibly
challenging to find a place for everyone at the
table. This challenge is compounded when the
systems of operation and structure that are so
ingrained in us affirm power and privilege
rather than inclusivity and justice.
Everything really goes askew when the
powerful begin to control who is entitled to
wholeness and inclusion, and greed becomes a
driving force. Prejudice and entitlement raise
their ugly beads and we find ourselves with
quite a mess. It's time to admit that things
have been a mess for a very long time. The
mess needs to be healed, not by erasing it but
by allowing God to touch it and make it
whole. We need to bring God back to the
center of life where God belongs. There are
no easy solutions to the world's dilemmas.
But, knowing that wholeness, healing, and
dignity are worthy pursuits, we can more
confidently labor to achieve God's vision.
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Marian Catholic High School
.
. 1
Join us for a Virtual Information Session to learn more about Marian Catholic.
Two Dates· Tuesday , Feb. 16th or Monday, Feb. 22nd at 6:30PM.
.
All new stu·dents who enroII by Feb 26th are entered into our tuition credit raffle to win $3K, $2K, $ 1K, or $ 500
off their tuition. Winners announc_ed March 1stPlease call/ email Mary Milosh, Director of Enrollment Management, for more information. 570-467-3335 ext
116 mmilosh@mariancatholichs.org

My Friends in Christ,
As a Christian community, you, and I, once again embark on our annual Lenten journey. As we begin
this journey by marking ourselves with ashes, we may ask ourselves this all-important question: "What
can I do to keep the spirit and practice of Lent?" May I take this time to offer some practical suggestions.
It is always important for us to "tune up" our faith, taking some time to renew ourselves through prayer,
meditation, and education. By deepening our knowledge and understanding of faith, we are often better
attuned to its richness and meaning for our life.
Each year, the Season of Lent should provide us with a time of intense retreat, a forty-day period of
reflection and penance that prepares us to celebrate the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ. Our
communication with God and our awareness of him is the purpose of prayer. Setting aside extra time each
day helps intensify the season: Prayer includes daily Mass, even virtually, Stations of the Cross which can
be viewed virtually throughout the Lenten Season on our Parish Website (www.sscmparish.com.) private
confession and joining in our Deanery Virtual ROAD TO RESURRECTION RETREAT with Father Paul
McDonnell, OSJ beginning on Monday of the Frist week of Lent and will be available on our Parish
website throughout the entire Season of Lent. Making restitution for sin as well as disciplining our hearts
and minds to focus on God is the purpose of penance. It helps us restore a sense of balance to our souls,
thrown off kilter by sin. Penance includes personal sacrifice, self-denial, fasting, almsgiving, and
charitable works.
Finally, spiritual practices help us sharpen our understanding and insight into the meaning and
understanding of our faith. When you take your faith seriously, you do what is necessary to follow Jesus
more closely, to integrate your life and your faith more carefully.
May you be blessed with a truly spiritual and profitable Lenten Season.
Sincerely in Christ,

�9.u:ail,
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Reverend Michael J. Pie�.F.
Pastor

Ash Wednesday Ashes
Question:

Why do we place ashes on our forehead each Ash Wednesday?
Answer:

Ashes are rich in spiritual symbolism. We recall in the second chapter ofGenesis, when the
human person is fashioned "out of the dust of the ground" and receives the breath oflife
(Genesis 2:7). In death, a person returns to the ground from which we came. The ancient
Hebrews used ashes as a sign ofrepentance, reminding themselves that God is God and we are
not.
As the minister places ashes on our forehead, we hear either "remember that you are dust and
unto dust you shall return" or "turn awayfrom sin and befaithful to the Gospel. " When we
receive ashes, we remember our own mortality. We're reminded that we have limited time on
this earth and we ought to make the best use ofit that we can! People are in need oflove, care,
and compassion. We all need to continually rediscover the love ofGod. The Gospel invites every
person in every stage oflife to encounter and imitate Jesus here and now. The forty days ofLent
are the perfect time to assess our own awareness ofthese realities.
THE FOLLOWING PRAYERS ARE USED FOR THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES:

OPTION ONE

"REMEMBER THAT YOU ARE DUST, AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN"

OPTION TWO

"REPENT, AND BELIEVE IN THE GOSPEL"

PENITENTIAL DISCIPLINES OF LENT
"The Christian faithful, during Lent, are clearly conscious of the need to turn
the mind towards those realities which really count, which require Gospel
commitment and integrity of life which, through self-denial of those things
which are superfluous, are translated into good works and solidarity with the
poor and needy" (Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy, #125).
In addition to choosing their own penitential practices, Catholics are asked
to observe the practices of fast and abstinence during the 40 days of Lent.
The Lenten Fast and Abstinence Regulations are as follows:
Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain from meat on ASH

WEDNESDAY and ALL THE FRIDAYS OF LENT.
Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age is bound to fast on ASH
WEDNESDAY and GOOD FRIDAY. (The obligation of fasting ceases with the
celebration of one's 59 th birthday).
Fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday means eating only one full,
meatless meal, two other smaller meatless meals, sufficient to maintain
strength, may be taken according to each one's needs, but, together they
should not equal another full meal. Eating between meals is not permitted on
these days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices, are allowed. When
health or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige.
Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from these prescribed
minimal penitential practices. The season of Lent is a penitential time and
should also be marked by some additional form of self-denial.
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Sample Examination
of Conscience
Recall your sins. Calmly ask yourself what you
have don.e with full knowledge and full consent
�gainst _God's command.men.ts .
• Am I actively helping or hindering my
relationship ·with God? Do I make
regular efforts to pray, to grow in my
faith life, to learn and.come closer to
God and God's way$?
• Does my life sh.ow that I love God above
all else and my neighbor as myself?
What takes me away from this kmd of
loving?
• Am I actively'showing my care and
concern for the people·with. whom I live
and work and interact-daily? Do I talce
care of the.world around me? How well
cio I' Cl:lre for myself and the gifts God
· has given. me?
• Have I.deliberately harmed myself or
another by my words or actions, or by
my failure to speak or act? Am I afraid I
have done something that no one can
forgive?·

('
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Sample Examination
of Conscience (cont.)

You can. see a priest_foI_ confession
any Monday during Lent in any
Catholic-, parish in th� Diocese
1
1·
}J'WW, dioceseo,iw1•a.nton. or�

·.

Consider these words of Christ as you reflect on
your life, and ask yourself...
"...for_lwas hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, J was
a stranger qnd you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick ana' in prison ana
you did no visit me ' Then they will answer, 'Lord;
when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty ora
s-tranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care ofyou?•· Then he will an,SjVer them,
'Truly I teltyou, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do itto me."

Wh�n did I see someone hungry for a-friend
or aldnd work, and.decided Xwa;s too 'busy?
When did I see someo11e thixsting for·
_acceptance and I chose to shut.the door?
When did I see someone vulrierable a11d I
refused to protect or defend them?
When did I see someone sick or imprisoned
by despair, anger, or guilt and I refused to
visit them with hope, love and forgiveness?

T�etightis OnForYou
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When.did I put myself before someone else,
and ttimed them into one of "the least of
these"?·
Where have I sacrificed someone's dignity,
and humanity for the sake of my own comfort
and popularity?

·

Confe.ss1on
A Short Gui�e fo_r_

. )

What. js Confession?
Confession is a sacram.en.Vi11st�ti�cf . · .
·by Jesus- Chr1st in His fo:ve andi .J;Q.�tcy.;fo,offer
sinners f:orgivenes� fqr olfen�;�·s:co,93-m:Jtte<l
against' God. At the s ani�itiine $mri�s:•r.e.concile :
with.the Church, hecau�e,iNil�_oJs-wounded by
ours.ins.
TJµs;is;gooq_ne,w.s fo:i;,all:ofus,.-because we
ali.�;e;;�µme.rs\llnd,in'.'ne,�d·of'God's
for.,giveMEJs,;JpAh.e. �acra.inent:ofP.en�pe, we
meet Christ·fu.th.e,pe.rspn,:'.ofi.tli.e pri.est�.reii.dy
and:�ager.to absolve. .us amfrestore U;S ·to· new
life. We confess-our :,ins: to·. Go4·tfuough· his
ntlnist_er,.the· priest, who.. absolves•:u.s inthe
name of Christ:
. F.or forgive;ness of sins, three: acts· are
required ·Jrom the ;penitent as parts ofthe
sacrament: contrition, confession·and
-satisfaction.
• Contrition-:- or, sincere,sorrow for having
offended Go<;l, is the most imp.ortant act
of the penitent. There can be no.
: ave. sorrow
forgiveness· of sn;i.· if we do nor·h
and a.film reso1ve not to· repeaf our sin.
• Confessjon - confro:q.ting our sins in a
profound way to God, by speaking about · ,
them - aloud -' to the priest.
"·
.
• Satisfaction - an jm,,porta.J1t part of
our healing is the. "penance" ·the priest
assigns, to b.elp us make amends by doing
something good for ourselves and others.

· 4, · Act ofContritii)n -you.offer a prayer
expressing sorrow fo_r
sins and
resolving not to· sin again,.· You may say
this _in your own words, cir use this
. :tr�ditional_ p�ayer:
· My God, IJJ1n sorryfor.iny sin$ w.ith all
my heart. l"f!,-clioosingto-do wrong ·and
failing {o do good.I liave sinned ag ainst
you whom I s!tould·love above all tltings.
Ifirmly.jnteT:td, with.your help, to do
penance, to sin no more, ·an.d tfJ avoid
whatever leads me to.sin. O,:!r Saviour
Jesus- Christ-suffered and die4for us. In
his name,-my God, havemer.cy..

your

How to Make a ·
Good Co;nfession
Prepar;:t.tion: .Be:fore going_to confession, take
sometime to examine your conscience. This
might be done by reviewing your life in
comparison to the Ten Commandments, tlie
Beatitudes, the example of Christ's life. Pray to
God for-forgiveness.

Going. t.o Confession:'
1.

Th�:priest will welcome you, an4 you·
both·:make the sign of the cross:
In the-name oftl!,.e-Father, an¢-ofthe
· Son,and·of the Holy Spirit. .Amen.
,

2. You-continue with these traditional
words:
Bless,ine Father,for I ltave sinned. It
kas·been (liowJong) since mj, last
confessio1.t.
You niight also ac;ld any other
background that will allow the priest to
be,most helpful to you in the
circumstances of your everyday life.
3. The priest will ·encourage you to have
trust God;
invite-you to confess
your sins.:
Speak freely and honestly-_nothing you
S<!-Y in confyssion will ever be repeated
by the priest. The priest.may t�llc with.
you abouthow to make up :for:the sins
you confess. He will th.en assign an act
of:penance conesponding to the nature
of the sins -this. may talce:the form of
prayer, ·self-denial, �d especially
service to one's neighbor,

m

and

r .•

5; Following this prayer, the priest extends
his hands OV!:lt your. head and says the
words of absolution: · God the.Father of
mercies, through the death and
·resurrection:ofhis Son; has reconciled the
world to hims�ljand sent the-Holy Spirit
among usfor the forgiveness ofsins.
Through the minis-try oftlie Church may
God give.you pardon and peace, and I
absolve you fr.om your sins .in the name of
the Father, and,ofthe Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. As the priest concludes this prayer,
he will make·the sign ofth.e cross.over
your he�d - you qless yourself and.
respond,. Am.en.
6. Th� priest will invite you to go in peace.

After. Confession: . When you leave the
· confession room, take a few minutes of private
prayer and.thanksgiving, Plan. how you will
complete the assigned:act of penance. Malce a
firm resolve to continue your �on.version by a life
�wed according to the Oospel and the love of
God.
·
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"God never tires of forgiving us, _and thro'-i]h the ministry of? ·�
priest he offers us an embrace that regenerates lJS ard
!=>op� Fi:ru,cis.
us to continue in our journey."

allows

"Peace be with you!" With these words, the risen Lo.rd greeted
his frightened apostles on the day of his resurrection. They
were troubled, anxious and fearful ...,.. much like us at certain
points in our lives. Christ repeated the words, "Peace be with
you." But then he added, "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins
you forgive are forgiven them." (John 20:19-23)
The Lord Jesus was proclaiming that his crucifixion and death
had made the gi.fts of salvation and forgiveness available
to all. In the sacrament of penance and recondliatiori, also
called confession, we meet the. L_ord, who wants·to give us
his gift of forgiveness and the grace to live a renewed life in
him. Confession is suc.h an important gift-of grace th�t every
Catholic is obliged to confess seriqus sins at least once a y�ar.
The church encourages more frequent confession as a means
to let ourselves be heafod by Christ, tp gtow spiritualiy and to
progress in the life of the Spirit.
In this sacrament of mercy, we seek the .grace of forgiveness
and the strength to let go of patterns of behavior that.prevent
us from knowing, loving and.serving the Lord Jesus fully. Our
Holy Father Pope Francis has saicl of this. sacrament, "When. ·
the door starts·closing a bit pecau�e of our weakness·and srns,
confession reopens it."
Don't worry if it's been·a long time since your last confession
or if you are uncertain about how to approach the Lord in this
sacrament. "The light is on for you.n If "the door" has closed
a ·bit for you, parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Seattle
are inviting you to let the Lord reop�n it. ·
Jesus wants you to receive his peace, )ust as he wanted
his apostles to receive It, Celebrate the sacrament of
reconciliation this Lent and'e.X:perien2e·:Go'ci's tender mercy.

·-
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FORMATION

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM DURING COVID-19: One of the most vital elements of Parish life is
the Religious Education of its' young people. In the age of COVID-19, this task presents a great challenge.
Despite this, however, we will attempt to do our best to provide Religious Education to our young people.
With registration for our Parish Religious Education is still open, and classes are held beginning at 9:00 A.M.
and concluding at 10:00. Classes will be held in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy, with classes
attending on a rotating schedule for "in person" instruction. The monthly attendance schedule will be as
follows:
FIRST WEEKEND OF THE MONTH-GRADES 1 AND 2
SECOND WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 3 AND 4
THIRD WEEKEND OF THE MONTH - 5 AND 6
FOURTH WEEKEND OF THE MONTH -7
At this time, instruction will be given, and work will be assigned to be completed, at home, on the off
weeks. All work will be checked by the teacher on the child's return to class. It is understood that, under
the current pandemic situation that we are facing, parents will take a more active role in the Religious
Education of their children. As was mentioned prior, this is an essential element in the Christian formation
of our youth.
Please be aware that, upon arrival for Religious Education Classes, students and teachers will be expected to
follow the necessary protection protocol set forth by the Diocese of Scranton for use particularly in the
Catholic School system of the Diocese. That is, temperatures will be taken, masks are a must, and proper
social distancing and sanitizing will be enforced.
If you have not yet registered your child for Religious Education, please do so as soon as possible.
�VouTube

Will YOU HELP US BY SUBSCRIBING TO OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Many of you have been joining us to
celebrate Sunday Mass and other Services that are normally held in our Church by way of our Parish website
on You Tube. May I please ask that you "SUBSCRIBE" to our website channel. This will greatly help our Parish
by enabling us to store more past videos on the web, as well as providing you notification when a new video is
posted. Please take a minute to help by "SUBSCRIBING." Help would be most appreciated. Thank You!
YOUTUBE UPDATES: We began our YouTube experience on March 291h, 2020. Since then, we have been visited by

17,003 hits (US-14,353, lndia-41, Canada-28, Philippens-25, UK- 21, Australia-20) In the past month we were visited by
2, 507 (2,122 or 90% from the US and 385 or 10% from UK and OTHER countries). Our Parish Church is being visited by
MANY individuals throughout the country and the world. THANKS TO ALL WHO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE ON A WEEKLY
BASIS.
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PARIS�UPPORT
A SPECIAL "THANK YOU" FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND SUPPORT: Some time ago, I sent you a letter to ask for your help in
keeping current with your weekly contributions to our Parish. I am extremely grateful for your response. May I please
ask that you PLEASE continue your generosity, on a weekly basis, to help our Parish in this time of need. May I also
encourage those who have yet to do so, to please consider either mailing your contribution to the Parish Office or placing
it in the mail slot in the Office door on a weekly basis. Your extra effort and generosity will greatly help us through this
time of crisis and uncertainty.
For those now attending Mass in Church, since a collection cannot be taken, you are asked to deposit your Offertory
Envelope into the Collection Boxes located at the entrances of the Church, or to continue to follow the procedure listed
above. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND GENEROSITY.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PURCHASE A PARISH MISSIALETT FOR 2021: We have just received our standard
shipment of our parish Missalettes for use in our Church for the year 2021. As you are aware, because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are not allowed to supply them for use in the Church as we have been prior to the
onset of the pandemic. However, if you would like to purchase a PERSONAL COPY, for your use only whether
at home or in Church, please complete the form below and return it with $10.00 to the Parish Office by mail,
the Church Collection Boxes at the entrances of the Church, or by way of the mail slot in the office door. You
may also call the office at 570-454-0881 to place your order. The missalette will be labeled with your name
and be placed in the Church for pick up. THE MISSALETTE IS PROVIDED FOR PRAYERS AND READINGS ONLY
SINCE CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IS PROHIBITED BY THE CDC, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND THE
LITURGICAL OFFICE OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON. The book CANNOT BE LEFT IN THE CHURCH. If
unlabeled books are found, they will be discarded. Labeled books will be placed on the lost and found shelf in
the rear of the Church.

ORDER YOUR PERSONAL MISSALETTE
NAME: ________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________
CITY: ___________ State: _____ ZIP CODE:
NUMBER OF COPIES: ______ ($10.00 per copy at time of order)
PHONE NUMBER: ______ ________
�- CUT AND RETURN TO PARISH OFFICE -�

SCHEDULE FOR OUR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM: Our Parish Religious Education program has
now resumed. They will meet in the Gavenda Center of Holy Family Academy beginning at 9:00 and ending at
10:00. The schedule for the next few weeks will be as follows:

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH -GRADES 3 AND 4
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST -GRADES 5 AND 6
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH_GRADES 7 AND 8
PLEASE NOTE: BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF TIME FOR INSTRUCTION IN PREPARATION FOR THE
RECEPTION OF FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION (GRADES 2 AND 8). STUDENTS FROM
HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND THE REGULAR PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PROGRAM ON SUNDAY (ACCORDING TO THE SCHEDULE OF CLASSES).
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET REQISTERED FOR OUR PROGRAM, PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING
ARTICLE AND CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE FOR A REGISTRATION FORM.
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8 UNO tl IN
ORDINARY flME

A leper came to Jesus and
kneeling down begged him
and said, "If you wish, you can
make me-clean." Moved with
pity, he stretched out his
hand, touched him, and said
to him, "I do wjll it. Be made
clean."• Mk 1 :40-41

ASH WEDNESDAY- FEBRUARY 17rH: The Season of Lent begins with the celebration of Ash Wednesday on
February 17th. Ashes will be distributed at all scheduled services in our Parish Church. MASS WITH THE
DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 8:00 A.M. and a SERVICES WITH THE DISTRIBUTION OF
ASHES WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 5:30 P.M. PLEASE NOTE: REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR BOTH SERVICES.
Because of the pandemic situation, the Congregation for Divine Worship in Rome has recommended that
Ashes be imposed by sprinkling the Ashes on the head of the person receiving them, or the use of a Q-Tip (one
used for each person} to trace the Cross on the forehead of the recipient. Saints Cyril and Methodius Parish
will ALSO POST a Mass of Ash Wednesday on our Parish Website (www.sscmparish.com.}. For those who plan
on attending Mass virtually by way of the website, or for those who are infirm and wish to receive Ashes, we
would be willing to give you a small package of Blessed Ashes. Simply call the Office at 570-454-0881
requesting the Blessed Ashes and they will be able to be picked up at the Parish Office during regular office
hours. Please remember that the reception of Ashes is a Sacramental and not at Sacrament, therefore this is
permissible.

Celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation
"LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU CONFESSIONS: As in past Lenten Seasons, we will be celebrating "The Light is on for
You" Confessions each Monday evening from 5:30 P.M to 6:30 P.M. The program will begin on Monday,
February 22nd • We ask that participants only use the upper section of side aisle pews on the Fifth Street side
of the Church for this purpose. If you have not celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a while, we
encourage you to take this opportunity to make a special preparation of the coming celebration of Easter.
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�EMEMBERI_NG HIS SACRIFICE
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