Ss. CYRIL &
METHODIUS
PARISH
at the

Church of St. Joseph
Hazleton, PA

If you are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, V.F.,M.Th.,M.Ed.,Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of <.R.§conci[iation
I

Saturday 3:00 - 3:�5 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday:
as scheduled in the buUetin

�ass ScliedufeJ

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass:
scheduled in the bulletin

1

P,ucliaristic jldoration

On the First Friday as scheduled in the bulletin

<Devotions

Novena of the Mir�culous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the Infant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
I
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Di\/ine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 North Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 18201
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Frid ay : 9:00AM-3:J0PM

Sacrament of�arriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jrospita{ and :Nursing Jrome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. If you
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. If you would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

Jl Community Wlio Sliares The Word

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more information on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - 11 :00AM at Holy Family Academy.

JANUARY !4, !0!1
(THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARYTIME,)

follow me
MONDAY, JANUARY 25TH
(Conversion of St. Paul)
8:00 AM James J. Kaschak by Wife,
Mary and Family
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26TH
(SS. Timothy and Titus)
8:00 AM Rudolph Arnoldi by Family
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27TH
(St. Angela Merici)
8:00 AM Irene Prussock by Joe and
Debbie Gennaro and Family
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28TH
(St. Thomas Aquinas)
8:00 AM Josephine Demshock by
Demshock, Stoudt and
Lieblien Families
FRIDAY, JANUARY 29TH
8:00 AM Frederick and James Gula
by Family
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30TH
2:45 to 3:30 PM CONFESSIONS
4:00 PM Patricia Humenick by Husband
Francis and Children
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31 5T
(4TH SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME)
8:00 AM Living and Deceased of the Parish
Particularly of the CCW
10:30 AM Frances Werpshaw by Family
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INVITE: the Fatima Pilgrim Statue into your
home for a week. Call (570-454-3341 ).
CONGRATULATIONS: to Ray Montoni who was
elected Deputy Grand Knight of Our Lady of
Fatima Knights of Columbus Council #8613 at
St.John Bosco Parish on January 13th •
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YOUR PRAYERS: are requested for Monica
Pavlick in Geisinger, Danville, all who are
confined to their homes, nursing homes and
the elderly. May God bless and keep them in
His tender care. Also, please remember in
your prayers all who are suffering the effects of
the Caronavirus and all the doctors and
healthcare professionals who are helping
them.
YOUR PRAYES are requested for the souls of
Frederick Gula and James Gula and Albert
Turick. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed through the Mercy of God rest
in peace. Remember the families of Frederick,
James and Albert during their time of loss.
CCD CLASSES will be on Sunday. January 31•t
for students in Grades 7 and 8. Classes are
held from 9:00 to 10:00 AM.
HOLY FAMILY ACADEMY* SCHOOL NEWS
Registration - for the 2021/2022 school
year are being accepted. For more
information call the school office at (570-4559431).
Liturgy - two readers from Grade 6 will
attend the 8:00 AM Liturgy on Friday. January
29TH.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 2021
Presentation of Our Lord (Candlemas Day) is
traditionally the day on which candles are
blessed in church.
Candles will be blessed on TUESDAY.
FEBRUARY 2 at the 8:00 AM Liturgy.
Candles blessed on Candlemas Day are
brought home to be used throughout the year
for religious celebrations, sick room visitation
and as sacramentals during time of hardship,
danger and for Divine guidance.
Blessed candles for use in the home will be
available in the sanctuary of the church for a
donation of $4.00 for a box of two.
ND

January 24, 2021
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
It was a norm-al day by all accounts, but John
just wasn't feeling himself. He was a little
lightheaded and out of sorts and certainly not
himself. Later in the afternoon, he
experienced chest a sharp pain in his chest
and arm. Quick thinking and action brought
John to the Emergency Department with a
diagnosis of a significant heart attack.
Surviving this ordeal, he found himself face to
face with his cardiologist having an honest
conversation about things that needed to
change. "I came close to death," John found
himself thinking. Then came the remorse. He
was a young man with a loving wife and
children who were very close to facing life
without him. John found himself with intense
sorrow for living an unchecked and self
indulgent life that almost brought him to his
demise. He wanted to change.
We all have our wake-up calls. We have
experiences and encounters that call us to
really think twice about choices we have
made and directions we have taken. Often, we
find ourselves looking at those we have hurt

square in the eye and wallowing in our
foolishness. We regrettably realize that we
have allowed our ego needs to lure us into
making some cruel mistakes. We impulsively
say things and flippantly do things that reveal
our unredeemed and unhealed self. It is a self
we stumble over and try to tame but can't
quite seem to master and control. Help!
We spin our wheels naively thinking that we
will somehow, perhaps through persistence,
get ourselves unstuck. But, we don't. We just
get out of the car, feeling very helpless, and
ignorantly look at the mess we got ourselves
into. Did we ever think to ask someone for
help? Or, taken the advice of One who is
wiser and avoid this route altogether? "Come
after me," are words that Jesus says to all of
us. In order to heed his invitation, we have to
leave our ego-self behind and follow. When
we really see and understand the freedom,
peace, justice, and love he offers, we find
ourselves with such sorrow in our hearts for
how foolish and silly we have been. All of the
misguided choices and sinful actions come full
view and we see how risky our random
impassioned behaviors really have been.
Repentance is beautiful. When done with a
sincere and contrite heart, it directs us to the
glory that can be ours, ignites us with the
challenge of living a life in service of others
and reminds us that all is well.
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Marian Catholic High School
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 31st at 1:00PM
Meet o�r administration, faculty, staff, and some of our students!
Learn about financial assistance, transportation, and
acad�m1cs. $3K, $2K, $1K, & $500 tuition credit raffle for all new studen
ts who are registered by February 26th.
Drawing held on M day, March 1st.
T

Are you looking for some TLC for your marriage? Join us in celebrating National Marriage

Week and World Marriage Day, February 7 through 14, 2021. Get ideas for celebrating this event
together, and register for a virtual marriage enrichment event with Chris and Linda Padgett (English) or
Joel and Nora de Loera (Spanish). For details, call Jen Housel at 570-207-2213 x 1104 or visit:
https:ljwww.dioceseofscranton.org/parish-life/community/marriage/enrichment/national-world
marriage-we�k-february-7-14-2021/

Celebrate National Marriage Week, February 7 -14! To learn more about resources and
events, call Jen Housel at 570-207-2213 x 1104 or visit: https:ijwww.dioceseofscranton.org/parishl ife/community/marriage/enrichment/nationa I-world-ma rriage-week-fe bruary-7-14-2021/

A smile always
breaks the ice.

I Smiles are contagious, so don't
fdrget to smile at someone. There
is a very good possibility they will
return the favor. It is a gesture that
is universal and understood in every
language across the globe. A smile
is the key that unlocks the door to
the heart. Nothing you wear is more
important. "Your smile is your logo,
your personality is your business
card, how you leave others feeling
after having an experience with you
becomes yourtrademark." A smile is
a curve that sets everything straight
and it is right under your nose.

VIRUS
PREVENTION
We have received an update from Bishop Bambera's office regarding Governor Wolfs recently released
amended guidelines (Issued October 6, 2020) concerning protocols for the prevention of the spread of the
Corona Virus. I will also share with you some changes in the protocols issued by the Diocese of Scranton.
• Governor Wolfs amended guidelines for the size of indoor/outdoor gatherings, WILL NOT have a
significant impact on the NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS (100 individuals) who can gather for the
celebration of Mass in our Parish Church. Although some local Parishes no longer require
registration for Mass, our Parish STILL REQUIRES REGISTRATION for both weekend and weekday
Masses.
•

THE OBLIGATION TO ATTEND SUNDAY MASS AND HOLY DAY MASSES REMAINS UNCHANGED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.

•

REGARDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION:
(1) If desired, Pastor MAY restore the Communion Rite to its appropriate place within the Mass. If
a pastor chooses to do so, extreme care must STILL be taken to make sure that parishioners
leave the Church promptly after Mass and in a socially distant manner and avoid congregating
in groups. IN REGARD TO OUR PARISH, AT THE PRESENT TIME, THERE WILL BE NO CHANGE IN
HOW THE HOLY EUCHARIST IS DISTRIBUTED AT WEEKEND OR DAILY MASSES.
(2) Although the reception of Holy Communion can be taken orally or in the hand by Church Law, it
has been strongly suggested and encouraged that, at this time of the pandemic, the Holy
Eucharist SHOULD be received in the hand. This provides a safer situation for the minister of
Holy Communion as well as those who may fallow you in line. May I please ask for your help
and consideration in this extremely important matter.
(3) Priests no longer need to remove their Chasuble for the distribution of Holy Communion.

•

GENERAL GUIDELINES:

(1) Refraining from the Offertory Procession at Mass and sharing the Sign on Peace remains
prohibited until further notice.
(2) Face mask requirement, proper social distancing (6 feet), proper sanitation procedure, use of
proper doors and aisles within the Church, refraining from the use of Holy Water remain
unchanged and in effect.
(3) REFRAING FROM CONGREGATIONAL SINGING AND THE USE OF WORSHIP AIDS (Missalettes)

REMAINS PROHIBITTED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. (Instrumental music/soloist may be used
with NO CONGREGATIONAL PARTICIPATION.
\
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THE FEAST OF SAINT BLASE - FEBRUARY 3RD: The Feast of Saint Blase will be celebrated on February 3 rd• On
this Feast, we traditionally have our throats blessed asking the intercession of Saint Blase for his help and
protection in health issues. As usual, we will bless throats the weekend PRIOR to February 3 rd, that is, January
30th and 31•t_ Because of the current pandemic situation, however, you will notice a few changes in the way
that the blessing is imparted. At the end of Mass, and in place of the final blessing, the Priest will extend his
hands and pray the prayer to Saint Blase, after which, he will bless the congregation in the normal manner.
The placing of candles, because of the pandemic situation, CANNOT TAKE PLACE. YOU ARE ASKED TO
REMEMBER THAT THE PRAYER IS THE ESSENTIAL PART OF THE BLESSING AND NOT THE PLACING OF THE
CANDLES ON THE PERSON RECEIVING THE BLESSING. Here at Saints Cyril and Methodius, we will bless the
faithful with the first-class Relic of Saint Blase.

ASH WEDNESDAY- FEBRUARY 171H: The Season of Lent begins with the celebration of Ash Wednesday on
February 17th. Ashes will be distributed at all scheduled services in our Parish Church. Please consult future
Bulletins for the schedule of services. Because of the pandemic situation, the Congregation for Divine Worship
in Rome has recommended that Ashes be imposed by sprinkling the Ashes on the head of the person receiving
them, or the use of a Q-Tip (one used for each person) to trace the Cross on the forehead of the recipient.
Saints Cyril and Methodius Parish will post a Mass of Ash Wednesday on our Parish Website. For those who
plan on attending Mass virtually by way of the website, or for those who are infirm and wish to receive Ashes,
we would be willing to send you a small package of Blessed Ashes by mail if you so request. Please complete
the form below and return it to the Parish Office by February 11th, or simply call the Office at 570-454-0881
and Ashes will be provided to you. Please remember that the reception of Ashes is a Sacramental and not at
Sacrament, therefore this is permissible.

REQUEST FOR ASHES FOR ASH WEDNESDAY
NAM E ____________________ PHONE NUMBER _______
ADDRESS_______________ CITY________________
STATE _____ ____ __ ZIP CODE ______

3'<- CUT AND RETURN TO OFFICE

WOULD YOU LIKE TO PURCHASE A PARISH MISSIALITT FOR 2021: We have just received our standard

shipment of our parish Missalettes for use in our Church for the year 2021. As you are aware, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we
are not allowed to supply them for use in the Church as we have been prior to the onset of the pandemic. However, if you would like
to purchase a PERSONAL COPY, for your use only whether at home or in Church, please complete the form below and return it with
$10.00 to the Parish Office by mail, the Church Collection Boxes at the entrances of the Church, or by way of the mail slot in the office
door. You may also call the office at 570-454-0881 to place your order. The missalette will be labeled with your name and be placed in
the Church for pick up. THE MISSALETTE IS PROVIDED FOR PRAYERS AND READINGS ONLY SINCE CONGREGATIONAL SINGING IS
PROHIBITED BY THE CDC, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, AND THE LITURGICAL OFFICE OF THE DIOCESE OF SCRANTON. The book
CANNOT BE LEFT IN THE CHURCH. If unlabeled books are found, they will be discarded. Labeled books will be placed on the lost and
found shelf in the rear of the Church.

ORDER YOUR PERSONAL MISSALETTE
NAME: ____________________________
ADDRESS: _________________________
CITY: _____________ State: __ ____ ZIP CODE:
NUMBER OF COPIES: ______ ($10.00 per copy at time of order)
PHONE NUMBER: ______________ __
�- CUT AND RETURN TO PARISH OFFICE -�

PARI
A SPECIAL ''THANK YOU" FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND SUPPORT: Some time ago, I sent you a letter to ask for your help in

keeping current with your weekly contributions to our Parish. I am extremely grateful for your response. May I please
ask that you PLEASE continue your generosity, on a weekly basis, to help our Parish in this time of need. May I also
encourage those who have yet to do so, to please consider either mailing your contribution to the Parish Office or placing
it in the mail slot in the Office door on a weekly basis. Your extra effort and generosity will greatly help us through this
time of crisis and uncertainty.
For those now attending Mass in Church, since a collection cannot be taken, you are asked to deposit your Offertory
Envelope into the Collection Boxes located at the entrances of the Church, or to continue to follow the procedure listed
above. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND GENEROSITY.

Aiiiiiiiilllllilia.CONTINUE TO JOIN us FOR THE CELEBRATION OF SUNDAY MASS: Over the past several months, many of

you, as well as others, have joined us via YouTube for the celebration of Sunday and Holy Week Masses. Because of the
limitations placed on those who can physically attendance Mass at this time, you are invited to continue to join us in the
celebration of weekly Mass virtually. We continue to post the celebration of Sunday Mass each weekend on Saturday at
4:00 P.M. Please join us for the celebration of Mass and encourage others to join in also. THANK YOU once again for
your emails and letters of support and appreciation that keep coming in daily. Please know how much they are
appreciated by all. After viewing, if you have not subscribed to our website, PLEASE "SUBSCRIBE" TODAY AND
ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO DO THE SAME!! Thanks so much!

ASKING FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT FOR OUR WEEKLY IN CHURCH AND TAPED MASSES: In this time of
decreased revenue to support our parish, it is exceedingly difficult for our parish to financially provided flowers to adorn
our Altar for the weekly taped and weekend Mass. Thus far, we have been blessed with the generosity of individuals of
our parish community who donated flowers for Holy Week, Easter, and Divine Mercy Sunday. I am presently reaching out
to you to ask for your help!! If you would be so kind as to donate flowers for this purpose, I would ask that you please
contact the Rectory. You may donate or memorialize two matching individual pieces for next to the Tabernacle, a corner
piece for the side of the Altar of Sacrifice, a matching set of all three. A notation of the donation or memorial will be post
in our weekly online and printed Parish Bulletin and on the credits listed at the end of the Mass. Our Altars have always
looked very reverent and beautiful for our weekend Masses. I am asking for your help in enabling us to do the same
during these difficult days. I thank you for your help and generosity.

