Ss. CYRIL &
METHODIUS
PARISH·
at the

Church of St. Joseph
Hazleton, PA

lfyou are a visitor to our parish community, we want you
to know that you are welcome whether you have come
from another state or another Parish.
Please feel comfortable in our Father's house and thank
you for worshipping with us.

Reverend Michael J. Piccola, M.Th.,M.Ed.,V.F.Pastor
Deacon Leonard Kassick, Parish Deacon

Sacrament of 1<!conci[iation

Saturday 3:00 - 3:45 PM
Thursday prior to First Friday: 4:00PM - 4:45PM

Wass Scfiecfu{e

Saturday Evening: 4:00PM
Sunday: 8:15AM, 9:45AM, 11:15AM
Daily Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin
Holy Day Mass: As scheduled in the bulletin

P,ucliaristic }lcforation

On the First Friday after 8:00AM Mass until Noon

(J)evotions

Novena of the Miraculous Medal, St. Peregrine and
the Infant of Prague following the morning Mass
each Monday.
Tuesday mornings after Mass, the Novenas to
St. Jude and St. Joseph are prayed.
The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet are prayed
each weekday before Mass.
The Rosary is prayed each Saturday afternoon prior
to the 4:00 Mass.

Rectory: 604 No1th Laurel Street, P.O. Box 2099
Hazleton, PA 1820 I
Office: 570-454-0881 Fax:570-454-1285
Email: sjc2@ptd.net
Website: www.sscmparish.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 9:00AM-3:30PM

Sacrament of?darriage

Those interested in getting married should schedule an appoint
ment with the parish priest at least 6 months prior to the in
tended wedding date. No wedding date will be given until the
first appointment with the parish priest.

Jfospita[ ancf:Nursing Jfome Visitation

If your loved one is in the hospital or nursing home and you
would like a parish priest to visit please call the rectory. Ifyou
would like your loved ones names to be printed in our bulletin
please call the rectory. Ifyou would like to be added to our
monthly homebound communion visitation list, please call the
rectory. Please keep all of our sick and homebound in your
prayers.

Jl Community Wlio Shares r[fie Worcf

Catholic Education: Please consider giving your children a
Catholic Education. Our local parishes support Holy Family
Academy in Hazleton. To register or for more infonnation on
Pre-K to 8th Grade, call 455-9431 or go to our website at:
www.holyfamilyacademy.info or www.edline.net
CCD Classes: Held every Sunday for grades K-8, from
9:30 - 11 :00AM at Holy Family Academy.
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The Ascension of the Lord
A pair of ducks found their way to the
same little corner of the property year
after year. Sheltered by a little grove of
trees, they quickly made their
preparations to build a nest, lay eggs, and
welcome in a new family. Then one year,
only one of the ducks came to that little
corner. She went about the business of
building a nest, but this time, she was
clearly unsettled. She would wander
around, sometimes seemingly without
purpose, almost hoping perhaps that her
mate might come along. But, she
remained alone. There were many times
when we could hear her "crying",
mourning her loneliness and lack of
purpose, sitting on a batch of eggs that
would never hatch. One day, she quietly
left that little corner never to return
again.
Many human beings approach life this
way. We silently grieve our loneliness,
lack of direction, and sense of purpose.
Maybe life once had meaning for us, but
nothing seems to claim us and settle our
restlessness any longer. We wander
around looking and hoping for someone
or something to come our way. We may

even sob at times, wailing as we sit with
the misery of our pain. Will happiness
ever come our way again? Or will we
simply leave where we are never to return
again? Many are lost, wandering souls
who are not quite sure where to settle or
where to make a home.
We are meant to be in Christ. This
glorious feast of the Ascension shows us,
with clear vision, who Jesus really is!
Understanding ourselves in Christ really
changes things up and reorients us to our
greater purpose, mission, and meaning.
We are part of the cosmic wonder of
creation and part of a bigger plan and
mystery, destined to be much more than
what we now know ourselves to be. Could
Jesus' friends know who he would
become? If we can find the Christ present
within and see the Christ bursting forth
in all creation and beyond, then we can
come to know our truth and understand
where our home and life is meant to be.
Advancing upon the blessing of each new
day with the certain knowledge that you
are an unconditionally loved child of God
gives you the axis and the safe harbor to
cope with whatever comes your way. The
gift of joy will be yours, and you can
discover your true meaning and purpose.
Look within, look without, look above,
and look below. You are not alone. Trust
that God will lead you where you need to
be and transform you into who you really
are.

